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John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and 

his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to 

him, "They have no wine." And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My 

hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." Now standing 

there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty 

gallons. Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars with water." And they filled them up to the brim. He said to 

them, "Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward." So they took it. When the steward tasted 

the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had 

drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, "Everyone serves the good 

wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good 

wine until now." Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 

his disciples believed in him. 

 

 

Many years ago, Johnny Carson on The Tonight Show interviewed an eight year old boy who 

rescued two friends in a coalmine outside his hometown in West Virginia. In the conversation, it 

became apparent to Johnny and the audience that the young man and his family were Christians.  After 

the boy told Johnny that he attended Sunday School, Johnny asked him what he was learning.  "Last 

week our lesson was about when Jesus turned water into wine." The audience roared, as Johnny tried 

to keep a straight face.  “And what did you learn from that story?"  The boy squirmed a bit in his chair.  

Then he lifted up his face that now had the appearance of a man of great wisdom, and said, "Well, if 

you're going to have a wedding, make sure you invite Jesus!"  

And you know, the boy had it right. 

The story this morning is one of the most recognized stories in the Bible.  We find it in popular 

culture and in songs and plays.  It has been the basis of many sermons and numerous interpretations, 

and, if we are honest, a good number of misinterpretations. 

In one the preacher said, “In Cana, everybody was having a good time at the wedding banquet.  

There was a lot of music and dancing going on.  As they danced on that hot day people got thirsty.  

Soon they ran out of wine and everybody began to get sad.  But Jesus didn’t want that to happen. He 

wanted a celebration.  So voila! Jesus turned water into wine, and the party continued.  

Then he got to his catch line, the line designed to take the message out the door with the people 

there.    “After all,” he said, “Jesus loves a good party.” 

Now maybe that’s something most people want to believe.  Isn’t it good to think that the Lord 

intends to bless and multiple our human celebrations.  That he would be up on a table doing his party 

animal imitation.  It is relieving to think that God has the next round, but, as relieving as that might be 

to some, it has nothing to do with this text.   

There was another interpretation that came from a Bible study group.  In their discussion, 

someone said,  
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“I think it’s a wonderful tale. Jesus overcame his initial hesitation to do the right thing. Think 

of it: The bride and groom must have been terribly embarrassed. The party had gotten a little out of 

hand. They didn’t have enough hors d’ouevres. The roast beef wasn’t sliced thinly enough. Worst of 

all, the caterers ran out of Zinfandel and Cabernet. It must have been awful. But Jesus was there. He 

produced some wine, and everybody escaped what would have been a catering disaster!” 

That, too, is an interesting view of the wedding at Cana.  It seems that we want a god that will 

save us from anything that might make us feel awkward.  However, with all apologies to Martha 

Stewart, the Jesus portrayed in this text is not the least bit concerned about saving people from 

uncomfortable social situations.  The passage is not about etiquette.  

One more that I came across… 

On a Saturday in New England, a priest officiating at a wedding told the bride and the groom 

this… “You’re about to begin a new life together. Sometimes this new life will fill you with joy and 

happiness.  Other times, however, it may feel like you’ve run out of wine.  When those dry occasions 

inevitably arrive, remember the wedding at Cana.  Just turn to Jesus and ask him to fill you up with 

wine.  He will always come to your assistance whenever you ask.” 

Now, I know where this person is going with this and, while I really like this application of the 

story that tells them to turn to Jesus, it is really not what the passage is about either.  We can’t forget 

that Jesus’ first reaction was that it is none of His business. 

This really can be a difficult story for us.  It can be difficult not because it is one the most 

challenging.  It becomes difficult because we want to race on by the main message in order to get to 

the secondary results.  

What I mean is that we look at the passage and try to make it about our enjoyment and our fun, 

or our social needs, or our personal joy and happiness.  Those are all good things by the way.  But 

those things are secondary.  They are the end results, not the primary message.   

So what is the point of the story?  Well, it many ways it is the same message we have been 

receiving for three weeks now during the season of Epiphany.  The message is that it is about God and 

the mission.  On January 6th the message was about the visit of the Magi – the manifestation of God as 

king to all nations and all peoples.  Last week was “this is my Son, in whom I am well pleased” at 

Jesus’ baptism.  That was the manifestation of God’s Son to the world.  And this week, water into 

wine, the first miracle, which is the identification of God within the world. 

That’s the message.  That is what is going on in our passage today.  The first miracle is 

primarily about God.  It is the revealing of God in Jesus Christ.  Once we understand that it is about 

God and God’s mission, we can then talk about the ramifications of that mission.  It important to get 

things in their right order.   

Our passages during Epiphany are about the revealing of God to and for all people.  We can’t 

be distracted by making the primary focus about us, at this point.  We’ll get there, but there is 

something that must come first. 

During Epiphany, the message becomes so much less if we start with us and then apply Jesus, 

if we make it about our wants and desires and then adjust God to fit us.  But, if we start with God and 

then apply that, apply Him, to us and to our lives, than we get everything else thrown in. 
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Our question today is whether our passage is about the party or something bigger than that.  Is 

it about our celebration that God serves by enabling us to have a good time?  Or is it about God 

showing himself by engaging us in the normal parts of our lives and taking something as common and 

necessary as water and making it into the best wine, so that we can truly experience something more. 

Is it about how we interact among ourselves and how we position ourselves and rank 

ourselves?  Is it about being socially competent or politically correct in order to avoid embarrassment?  

Or is it about how God can step in, in order to interject his relationship into our relationships so that 

our relationships become founded on God and God’s design for our lives… so that our relationships 

find their true, real meaning, and power through God rather than through the social constraints and 

expectations that we impose on each other. 

Is it about our personal joy, as defined by whatever we decide brings us pleasure, and if that 

pleasure dwindles or is challenged then we just need to call on Christ and he will restore things to our 

liking.  Or do we invite God into our lives on His terms so that He would impact us with the best wine 

and show us real joy, as it is meant to be experienced? 

We can take the easy way, the easy interpretation, and see Jesus as a servant to our comfort and 

social status and enjoyment, as we define those things.  Or we can start with God and see Christ as the 

one who has the power and brings the true meaning and best definition of joy, and happiness, and 

relationship. 

As it has been said that we can seek God and then get the world thrown in, or we can seek the 

world and get neither. 

We can seek Christ and get our celebrations, and our real relationships, and our personal joy 

and happiness, or seek all those things first and get neither. 

God went to a wedding, a normal occurrence in our lives, and he took something ordinary and 

he made it extraordinary.  He does the same with our lives, so that those we can, through Him, have a 

true celebration, and real relationships, and ultimate joy and happiness.    

All real joy comes through God.  On our own, the wine ran out long ago. 

 

 


