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Mark 6:1-13 

 

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to 

teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did 

this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of 

power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother 

of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?” And they 

took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in 

their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no 

deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. 

And he was amazed at their unbelief. 

 

Then he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send 

them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them 

to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 

but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, “Wherever you enter a 

house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they 

refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 

against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out 

many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them. 

 

 

I don’t know if you’ve noticed but over the past weeks, including this week, but 

there seems to have been a theme in our Gospel readings.  Actually, that is intentional.  

That’s the way, I’m sure, that the lectionary compilers intended it to be.   

You see, the passages each Sunday are not meant to be stand-alone messages.  

They are part of a continuing story and, if you miss a Sunday, you miss a piece.  Starting 

with Advent, with its coming of the Messiah and its prepare the way for the Lord 

message.  Christmas with his arrival.  Epiphany with the message that salvation was 

meant for all.   

Lent with its call to prepare ourselves for the event of salvation by looking inward 

and understanding that we need saving and that we can’t do it on our own.  Holy Week 

end with the cross and Easter beginning with the resurrection…then the coming of the 

Holy Spirit and the birth of the church for the continuation of the mission.   

All of that the story of the Gospel, the Good News of what God did and does out 

of love for us all.  And we shouldn’t miss any of it, because it is our story.  Each season a 

piece of the fullness of the story of God plan. 
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And I don’t know whether you have been noticing, but ever since Pentecost there 

has been a common thread running through our readings.  It seems to be calling us to 

something.  Have you heard it? 

On the first Sunday after Pentecost we found Jesus with Nicodemus, stretchimg 

him by asking him to believe that he can be born again.  Jesus is asking Nicodemus to 

believe in something that makes no earthly sense.  You remember the story, right?  

Rebirth, new life, from above, not of the flesh. Then, as Nicodemus looks on perplexed, 

Jesus caps off their conversation with the words of the Gospel that are so familiar to us, 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him 

may not parish but may have eternal life.   

Two Sundays ago we saw Jesus calm the storm and then chastised those in the 

boat for their lack of faith and for their fear.   

And then last week we heard Jesus say to Jairus after he received news of his 

daughter’s death, “Do not fear, only believe!”  “Only Believe,” he encouraged him.  Is 

the thread becoming more apparent?    

And now this week we find Jesus back in his hometown.  He and the disciples 

have left Jairus’ house, leaving behind an alive and healthy twelve-year-old girl, and, I’m 

sure, an awestruck crowd, and many more believers.   

Back home, Jesus is now among friends and family.  On the Sabbath he goes to 

the synagogue and takes the scroll, which was the right of any adult male, and teaches.  

And the people there are astounded, at least that’s how Peter described it when he told the 

story to Mark.   

And what did he say?  Well, Luke gives us the answer to that question in chapter 

4; verses 18 & 19 where he shares the same story.  In it we see Jesus telling them through 

his reading from the Book of Isaiah that the Spirit of the Lord is upon him.  He tells them 

that he has been anointed to preach good news to the poor and release to the captives.  He 

instructs them that he has been sent to proclaim recovery of sight to the blind, liberty to 

the oppressed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.  And they are astonished.  

And rightfully so.  They had been hearing about him and his works.  And now, right there 

in their synagogue, right back in his home town, he proclaims that the words of Isaiah 

have been fulfilled, in him.  And all they have to do is believe it. 

But you saw what happened.  They pull back and begin to debate.  They wonder 

among themselves where Jesus got such wisdom.  At first, they talk about his deeds.  And 

the belief and excitement begin to grow.  Then, from some dark corner in the 

background, the question comes, “Hey, isn’t that guy the carpenter?”  The guy next to 

him adds, “Yeah, isn’t He Joseph & Mary’s son?”  “Sure He is,” a third says, “we know 

his brothers and sisters.”  And everything changes.  The darkness spreads.  The message 

was grabbed back into their control and understanding.  The seeds of doubt are planted, 

and they start to become offended by his words.  Finally, Jesus leaves there, amazed at 

their unbelief. 
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Believe.  That has been the common message to us since Pentecost.  It is just one 

word, a fairly straightforward action, that will open up a whole world to us.  Through 

believing we are able to finally see.  We get to see God’s power, His compassion, His 

Love,…His presence.  We get to see others through God eyes and with God’s heart.  But 

if we get trapped in disbelief, we are not able to see his Son even when he looks us right 

in the face.   

I know the common phrase that we are used to is, “Seeing is believing.”  But 

when it comes to God, the truth is it is when we believe we finally receive the gift from 

God of seeing.   

But it’s not always easy, especially in our world of doubt and skepticism.  But if 

we are able to break through, what a blessing we receive.  Look at Jairus.  Wouldn’t it 

have been perfectly natural and understandable for him to have succumbed to the reality 

of his daughter’s death and given up.  Sure, it would have.  But Jesus told him to only 

believe.  Only believe and let me show you something special.  Only believe and see 

something that is going to amaze you.  And Jairus did believe and he received a gift that 

was beyond all his earthly hopes.   

And isn’t it understandable for our friends in the synagogue in Nazareth to be 

doubtful when they considered that the man before them once played in their streets as a 

child.  Sure it is.  But in their disbelief, only being able to see through worldly eyes, they 

missed the gift, all together.  Believing; as opposite as it might sound to us in the world, 

is the key that opens the door to our seeing.  It is the key that expands our lives, so that 

we can enter into a reality, the reality, that is beyond ourselves.   

It is a seeing that brings meaning to Jesus’ words to Nicodemus about being born 

again in the Spirit.  It is a seeing through believing that takes away the fear of the storm 

around us and, like Jairus, opens us up to the miraculous.  Seeing through believing.  A 

gift from God versus the power of man. 

Well this would be a great place to stop but there is one more part of the equation 

that we really can’t leave out.  For lack of a better word I’ll call it embrace.  Through our 

belief we are gifted with a spiritual sight through which we become more aware of God’s 

presence in our lives and in the world around us.  But this seeing, this knowing of God’s 

presence, is not only a gift that we receive.  It is also one that we give.   

It is through the gift that we have received through our belief that we find 

transformation that enables us to see God all around us.  We see him in the church and so 

we embrace the life of the church through our gifts of time, talents and financial support.  

We see him in our worship and in the Eucharist, so we embrace them by the giving of 

ourselves to them.  With our new vision, we see God in our neighbors so we embrace 

them through our prayers and our ministry to them and our love for them.  This final step 

of embracing God’s work in the world is what brings us full circle.  Our belief allows us 

to see God.  And in seeing God, in experiencing God through Christ, we are compelled to 
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embrace him, which serves to continually deepen our faith so that we can reach out to the 

world…even when our heads want us to ask, “Hey, isn’t that guy the carpenter? 

Believe.  And when the world around us tells us that our faith doesn’t make any 

sense lets respond with the simple statement that we believe and, through that, be both 

blessed and a blessing. 

And how do we start?  Please stand and join me in proclaiming our belief as we 

say the Nicene Creed… 


