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Mark 10:17-31 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good 

Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one 

is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your 

father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at 

him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and 

went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 

enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them 

again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly 

astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For 

mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

 

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell 

you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, 

for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—

houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to 

come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 

 

 

I wonder what you heard in our Gospel passage this morning.  If you are like most people, you 

heard that you should go and sell what you own and then give the money to the poor.  And if you are 

like most, that makes you very uncomfortable.  It might even scares you to death.  It’s scary because 

we live in a society of things.  You all know what I mean, right? We live in a society that defines us by 

what we have.   

Go and sell everything?  This is the advice, the directive, Jesus gave?  Sell everything, all your 

things, and give the proceeds to the poor and then follow Jesus or we won’t have eternal life?  

Wow, that doesn’t sound much like Good News.  How can he ask such a thing?  I mean, we 

work hard for what we have.  And now we have to shed it all, if we want eternal life?  Where is the 

unconditional forgiveness, the unconditional love, in that requirement?  Now, before we get all cranky, 

tuning out the message altogether, let’s slow down and take another look.  Maybe there is something 

that we’re missing.   
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Jesus is responding to a young man who had much wealth; a man who had just run to him and 

had fallen to his knees looking for an answer to the very important question: what must I do in order to 

inherit eternal life?   

Jesus asks him about keeping the commandments?  That is a very appropriate, very Jewish 

question; one the man would have understood.  Proudly, the young man reported that he had indeed 

kept the commandments since his youth.  Jesus, after hearing the answer, smiled that loving smile 

which undoubtedly the man took as confirmation that, yeah, he was doing pretty good.  After all, he 

had been richly blessed with wealth, which certainly had to mean that God was pleased with how he 

had lived a good moral, law-following life.   

But somehow that didn’t seem to be enough.  Deep down inside, somehow this young man 

knew that something was still missing.  Something was missing that kept full reconciliation with God 

out of his reach.  So now he put that question to Jesus and waited.  He waited to learn of the final thing 

that he could do, that final law that he could keep, that final good deed he could perform, that one thing 

that remained that must have been missed somewhere in his upbringing, that one thing that he could do 

that would clinch the deal for him.   

Finally, Jesus shares the secret.  He tells him the one thing he lacked…all you have to do is sell 

everything you own, give the proceeds away and then follow this itinerant preacher.  Give it all up, 

follow Jesus, and go into an unknown and insecure future beyond your control as you journey towards 

God. 

And hearing this, the rich man turned away, shocked and grieving, apparently never to be heard 

from again.   

If giving up all your earthly wealth troubles you, I have good news.  The truth is this passage is 

not about money.  It is not about wealth at all….I mean, of course, unless it is.  You see it depends.  It 

was about wealth for that man.  For him money was that one thing that held him back.  It was like a 

ball and chain, an anchor, that prevented him from reaching beyond this world.  Money, wealth, 

possessions were the things that would cause him to do just what he ended up doing.  He turned away 

from God, shocked and grieving as he was, maybe even full of regret and hurt; but he turned away 

from God all the same.   

Look again at the passage.  The man comes to Jesus and asks him what he lacks.  Jesus asks 

him if he knows the commandments and then listed some off.  All the ones he listed were important 

and good.  And hr told Jesus that he keep them all.  But did you notice what was missing in the list?  

All the commandments that he asked about were ones that speak of relationship between neighbors.  

Do not kill other people. Do not commit adultery with or against your neighbor.  Do not steal from 

those around you.  Don’t bear false witness against others, etc., etc.  In other words, love your neighbor 

as yourself, the second of the two great commandments.   

And the rich man told Jesus that he lives, and always has lived, by these things.  He would 

never hurt others.  I’m sure that he even provided for those in need.  He would have, as the law called 

for, reserved 10% of his fields for the poor to come and take what they needed.  I have no doubt that he 

would have fed anyone who came to his door.  If he found someone robbed and beaten on the road, 

chances are that that Good Samaritan story might have be called the Good Judean story.  He was a 

good man.  But there was something missing.  He knew it and Jesus knew it. 
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Have you gotten yet what was missing in the list of commandments that Jesus asked him 

about?  How about:  I am the Lord your God, Do not have any other gods before me? 

How about: You shall not make for yourself an idol.  You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them? 

How about: You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God?  In other 

words, do not use the Lord’s name in vain. 

All together: Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart and with all your mind, and with all 

your soul; the first of the two great commandments. 

The man in the story came to Jesus and asked him what he lacked and Jesus asked him if he 

knew the commandments.  Really it was less a questions than a statement.  In essence Jesus said, you 

know the commandments, and then he listed some, but not all. The man agreed and said that he 

follows all the commandments; always has.  OK, then go and get rid of all your wealth.  Give it away.  

Your house, your fields, your livestock.  Get rid of it all.  Your condo, your vacation home, your RV, 

your car, your boat, your trips to the mall.  Get rid of them because all of that is what is holding you 

back. 

Alright, I can see the uneasiness coming back again.  Remember, that was the message for him.  

And remember is not at all about money and wealth, unless, of course, it is.  You see they were the 

things the rich young man put ahead of God, and Jesus knew it.  It was in his wealth that he placed his 

trust and found his peace.  And more than that, it was the one thing in his life that actually blinded him 

to who it was that he was being called to follow, or he would never had walked away.   

What did he lack?  I am the Lord your God, do not have any other gods before me; Do not 

make for yourself an idol; Do not use the Lord’s name inappropriately.  Go and get rid anything, 

whatever it is, that interferes with that.  Anything that you put before God in your life, dump it.  Then 

follow Christ.  Unburdened, unrestricted, with clear vision and a purified heart.  Or go on your own 

way, grieving. 

When Jesus met the rich young man it wasn’t just a geographical meeting.  He also met him 

where he was most vulnerable, his greatest weakness.  You see, it is really kind of easy to take just the 

love your neighbor parts of the Ten Commandments all by themselves.  After all we can do good 

works, often without any sacrifice.  We can feed those in need and provide shelter for those who can’t.  

We can protect and care for those who can’t protect and care for themselves.  But, if you really think 

about it, those are the easy parts, if taken by themselves.  They are the easy parts because WE can do 

them on our own.  We can do them in our own power, and often without much risk or sacrifice.   

Jesus meets the man, and us, where we are most vulnerable and where we need the most help.  

He meets us in the really hard things.  Hard things like putting the world in its proper perspective and 

not having any other gods before the One True God; Looking to God for your guidance and strength 

and not making for yourself an idol, whether it is money, or power, or pleasure, or ego, or that great 

red velvet cake in the bakery down the street. He meets us in the difficult, even the impossible, like a 

camel going through the eye of a needle.   

And there he explains that there are things that really are impossible for us.  There are things 

that are beyond us and our power.  Although the world would argue that we can solve all the problems 

of our lives and of the world through our own intellect and power, there are limits to our capabilities.  

That, however, is not true for God; for with God all things are possible.  If we don’t put other things 
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ahead of Him, God will heal and transform each of us and the world; reconcile us, and the world, to 

God; and then establish his kingdom on earth for all time.  He will take what appears to be great 

sacrifice to us and make it into unimagined abundance. 

Now that is good news.  That’s great news! 

 

Amen 


