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Luke 5:1-11 

 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets." When they had done 

this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that 

they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all who were with him were amazed at the 

catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

 

Have you ever been amazed?  I mean really amazed.  We have many things in our world 

that we would put in the category of amazing.  We have a lot of things that we would apply that 

word to.  Take travel for example.  I’m amazed at how easily, at least relatively so, and how 

quickly we can travel from one part of the country to another…really from one part of the world 

to another.  I can board a plane to Denver and arrive there in just a couple of hours.  From 

Denver, I could be in London, England in only about 13 hours of actual travel time.  That’s 

amazing to me.  It took Columbus almost a month and a half to get across the Atlantic, and the 

Pilgrims over two months.  In 2019, I can wake up in London and go to bed that same night in 

Denver.  It took the settlers almost 4 months, on average, to travel from Chicago to Denver.  

When I lived in Denver, I could have breakfast in Denver, lunch in Chicago, and be home in 

time for dinner with the family back in Denver.   

How about medicine?  If you have clogged arteries doctors clean them out or bypass the 

clog with a vein from your leg.  If your heart is too damaged, they’ll put a new one in.  If you 

have a tumor in your brain, doctors can cut it out with a cyber knife with no anesthesia or 

incision.  And if you don’t have perfect vision, they will reshape your eyes with lasers.  We have 

pills of all shapes, sizes and colors that seem to do everything from treat cancer to save your 

marriage.  It is amazing, isn’t it? 
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And what about technology?  Over the past 30 years, there has a steady stream of 

amazing.  With my little communication device here (hold up cell phone) I can talk to Jane, text 

Matthew, email Amber, update my Facebook account, and check to see who the Denver Broncos 

selected as their new head coach complete with a video of the news conference, all before I get 

out of bed in the morning.  It is an alarm clock, a scientific calculator, an awesome camera, a 

stop watch, and a level.  Through it I can listen to 1000s of radio stations around the world, 

download the Beatles White Album from the 1970’s, watch TV, replay the Presiding Bishop’s 

talk given at Thursday’s National Prayer Breakfast in Washington, DC, and tie into an orbiting 

satellite to find out if there is going to be any snow before the Comfort Food Challenge this 

afternoon.  It will tune my guitar, track my mileage, keep my calendar, show me on a map where 

I can find the cheapest gas is in the area, and then with the help somehow of another satellite a 

friendly voice will give me turn by turn directions of how to get from where I am to that 

particular gas station.  It contains multiple versions of the bible in many languages, the complete 

Lectionary, the Book of Common Prayer, and will translate English into almost any language on 

the fly.  And that just scratches the surface.  It’s amazing! 

We live in a world of remarkable things.  Technologies and medicines that only a couple 

generations ago were science fiction.  We have learned to better understand the world around us.  

And through that understanding of how creation was set up and how it was designed to function, 

we have learned to utilize that knowledge to improve our world in remarkable ways with 

remarkable devices.  And we all are amazed. 

And rightfully so, I suppose.  There is so much to be amazed by in today’s world, but, if 

you really think about it, all we have done is come to a more complete understanding of how 

creation work.  We see the shape of a bird’s wing and make an artificial copy of it and attach it to 

machine that will propel it beyond a certain speed so that lift is created and flight is achieved.  

We discovered electrons, figured a way to transfer them through a wire in order to turn a switch 

on or off, and then put a whole bunch of switches together and created a computer.  We have 

discovered a way to amplify light and called it a laser, and use that laser in order to remove 

tumors and annoy cats.  All pretty amazing, I suppose, but technically all we have done is come 

to a better understanding of how the mechanics of God’s creation works. 

Friday night Jane and I went to the play called Blue Stockings at Carroll College directed 

by our own Julia Harris.  It is a story about the early stages of women getting the right to study at 

and graduate from Cambridge University in England.  It was very well done. 

One of the main themes of the play was how the educational communities in England of 

that day thought that women were ruled much too by their emotions and thus could never repress 

those emotions enough to become effective scientists, which is what they were there to study.  

One scene that really caught my attention was a professor talking to some of the male students as 

they were receiving back their papers on various scientific topics.  Their papers excelled in the 

technicalities and science of the topics, but they lacked something critical.  The professor tried to 

explain to them that a critical part of the scientific endeavor was the passion for the search for the 

understanding and the passion for the results that were obtained and presented to the world.  It 
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was passion within the human participants that drove the process and brought life to the results.  

Without it, the search for knowledge in the world would soon become as dry as the papers that 

they had written.  Put in another way: Without passion for the journey, you will never be 

amazed. 

Do you really want to be amazed; I mean truly amazed; burning bush kind of amazed, 

transfiguration kind of amazed, get up and take you mat and go home kind of amazed, fill your 

nets and boats with fish kind of amazed?  If we want to be amazed like they were in the boat that 

day that we heard about this morning, as Jesus taught, if we want to be amazed by two boats full 

of fish when all night there had been none, then we have to be connected to and passionate for 

the journey.  If we want to reach an amazed understanding, one that all the achievements of 

humanity can’t give us, then we must do something.  It is something that, if we do it, God has 

promised that he will take our lives, and our life together, and make them, it, all that he intended 

them to be.  He will take our lives, and our life together, and make it even more than we can 

conceive of.  He will show us things that will no longer be just words on a page in a book.  He 

will introduce to us and to our children, and our families, and our friends and neighbors, a way of 

being that fills nets, and gives vision, and brings life. 

Through our passion for God’s mission, we will longer be limited to reading an ancient 

story so that we can only give a report about that story.  We will become the story for our time.  

We will live transformed lives that will give witness to something bigger than ourselves.  We 

will show real love.  We will bring God’s truth.  We will introduce to all people the Savior of the 

world.   

We will show the solution that has been given to the world that will bring an end to 

division, will rewrite our confusion, and will shine light into the darkness.  And then, with 

amazed excitement, we will invite everyone to come and see what we have found.  And they will 

come because they will not just hear an old story, they will embrace the promise that it contains. 

And our passion will lead us, and people will be amazed. 

 

Amen 


