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Luke 3:1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 

Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 

Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into 

all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 

 

So, are the trees and lights up at your house yet?  Our neighborhood is slowly 

transforming.  We have a few things up at our house: tree, wreath, nativity scenes.  We also have 

light outside on the house but having discovered many years ago how much work it is to string 

up the lights on the house, I bought one of those laser projection devices.  All I have to do now is 

run a long extension cord and plant the small projector in the yard, and voila, lights on the house.  

And when it is all set up, it turns out to be something between a Christmas spectacular 

representing the coming of light into the world and a trip into the twilight zone.   

Along with the lights and the decorations, there is another sign of the coming of 

Christmas.  Has your mail taken on weight lately?  It is catalog season.  If promotional emails 

had weight, we would need a fork lift.   

The first catalog that I received this year came from a Christian products company.  On 

initial glance it didn’t seem all that different from all the other ones that we all typically get.  

There were snowman door mats, reindeer coffee cups, and colored paper to wrap around 

mailboxes.  Of course, there were also a variety of nativity scenes and pages of angels and stars 

for the top of our trees.  The catalog was full of color, and joy, and excitement, and if you 

ordered over $50 worth of merchandise you got free shipping.   

But in looking more closely I noticed that there was one thing that was entirely missing.  

As a matter of fact, it is one thing that I would challenge anyone here to find in any catalog or 

email that makes it into your home.  There was no John the Baptist. 
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That is really not surprising, I guess.  After all John the Baptist is kind of an intruder into 

our celebration.  He is sort of like a party crasher who pours cold water on the festivities.  If he 

were to show up in polite company today, I’m sure that people would be shushing him and 

offering him a bright red Christmas sweater from the closet.   

The Second Sunday of Advent is not typically people’s most favorite Sunday of the year 

in church.  It’s disruptive.  It cramps our style.  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight.  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.”  You know, if it wasn’t for our lectionary, I wonder if, during this season of 

joy, we would ever hear about this fashion challenged annoyance and his "voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness.”   

Yet here we are.  Here is this guy dressed like a person living under a bridge, eating bugs, 

and yelling at us.  He is kind of hard to ignore especially in the midst of the Christmas spirit full 

of colorful lights and beautiful decorations and heart-warming music.  Yet here we are, every 

year, John the Baptist on the Second Sunday of Advent.  So, within that reality, shouldn’t we be 

seeking to understand what John means when he cries out for us to prepare the way of the Lord? 

First, I think that he is telling us to prepare the way of the Lord by pointing him out.  By 

pointing to Him.  That’s what John did.  The people were gathering around him, hearing his 

message of repentance, and being baptized.  In Luke we hear that all the people were filled with 

great expectation.  Just like it is supposed to be for us.   

And in that expectation, they looked at John and wondered, just like we might have, who 

was this guy who was speaking in such a powerful way?  They looked to John, questioning 

whether he might be the Messiah, and he looked back and told them, “I baptize you with water; 

but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to even untie the thong of his 

sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  He’s saying to them, “Don’t look at 

me.  Look past me.  There is one who is coming.  No, the truth is, he is already here.  He’s the 

one you want.  He’s the one that will make all the difference in your lives.”   

You see, they were looking for something, they were expecting something.  They were 

looking for something in the signs of the times just like we should be looking for something in 

the attachments of the season, and John was telling them where to look.  John, however, was 

pointing not to the signs, but through the signs to the Messiah, himself. 

And, secondly, I think that John would also tell us that we should do our part in preparing 

the world around us for the arrival.  That’s what they did back then.  “Make his paths straight.  

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of 

God.”   

Those words come from Isaiah, and they describe what was typically done when a person 

of great importance was coming to town.  The people would go out into the countryside, into the 

world around them, and try to return everything to as it had been created.  The roads would have 

been smoothed out.  They would fill the ruts made from the wearing of the wheels of the 

wagons; they would smooth out the rough areas caused by the hooves of the horses, and the 

donkeys, and the feet of the people.  And if the road had been rerouted because of damage or 

debris, they would repair the detour by putting it back on to its original path, in its original 
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condition.  They went out into the world around them in order to restore the world to its created 

condition, the way things were meant to be, the way things were made to be. 

So, in those days everyone was being called to restore the world in order to receive 

Christ.  This call, however, was more than physical.  It was more than putting a spit shine on the 

world to hide its real condition.  It was, and is, spiritual.  Make the paths in the world straight.  

Put them back on their original trajectory.  Fill every dark valley with the light of God’s Truth 

and Love.  Bring every mountain of ego down to the humility that opens our hearts and minds to 

God.  Then, through that preparation, all flesh will witness the coming of the salvation of God in 

a humble manger. 

You see, that’s the third thing. I think that John would tell us that the important work of 

pointing to Christ, and the task of preparing our world for his arrival, can only be accomplished 

through preparing ourselves first.  Prepare the way of the Lord is first and foremost a call out to 

us to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ.  That’s what John did, and that is what Advent 

is all about.  It is a time for us to reach down deep and make our paths straight.  It is a time for us 

to smooth out our roads, remove our detours, and get rid of our debris.  Advent is a time for us to 

be expectant, and excited, and hopeful, but also repentant, and humble, and grateful.   

We know what God has already done and we await the promise of what is still coming.  

And so, we prepare.  We prepare by removing the barriers in our world to our renewal and 

restoration.  We prepare by being willing to removing these barriers, both those put in front of us 

by others as well as those we put in front of ourselves. We prepare by being willing to be that 

which we were created to be, so that we will be able to welcome God.   

So, here we are, and John is telling us to get, and be, ready.  In just over two weeks we 

will remember and celebrate the coming of Jesus, the Savior, into the world.  It is a twelve-day 

celebration as we look back to an event that caused all of heaven to rejoice and changed the 

world for all time.   

But, as we start to go back to things as normal, the message of the Second Sunday of 

Advent should stay with us because it is not a message that just looks backwards.  Be ready 

because God is going to powerfully break into the world again.  Hear John’s words again, not 

just as a past event for a past reality.  Hear them also today as an invitation to a future 

completion where joy and peace will be made real in a world fully transformed.   

Celebrate Christmas, but prepare for the coming of Christ. 

Amen 

 


