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Luke 6:27-38 

Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 

Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 

who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to 

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, 

and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the 

Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful. 

"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give 

will be the measure you get back." 

 

Do you remember the movie The Untouchables?  It came out in 1987 and starred Kevin 

Costner as Elliott Ness, Sean Connery as a hard-noised, Irish, cop by the name of Jimmy 

Malone, and Robert De Niro who played Al Capone.  In one scene, that has become a classic, 

Ness and Malone meet at Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica on Jackson Blvd on Chicago west side.  

As they sit in one of the front rows of pews in the shadow of an imposing altar within this 

amazingly beautiful basilica, they have an ironic conversation.  What makes it ironic is the 

content of the message of their conversation combined with the location in which they are having 

it.  It is a condemning message of the world that takes place in a location dedicated to and 

consecrated for the loving work of God.  It is an illustration of the battle between two human 

forces within the world in a place that calls them both to a different way of being. 
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Here is how the conversation went.  Maybe you remember it.  Ness is talking to Malone 

telling of his struggle to bring down Capone.  You can hear the misery in his voice.  Malone 

responds in his hard-edged brogue by saying, “You said you wanted to know how to get 

Capone.”  Ness nods a frustrated yes.  Malone continues, “Do you really want to get him? You 

see what I'm saying? What are you prepared to do? 

Ness’s energy and anger re-emerge, “Everything within the law.” 

“So then, what are you prepared to do?”, Malones asks.  “If you open the ball on these 

people, Mr. Ness, you must be prepared to go all the way. Because they won't give up the fight 

until one of you is dead.” 

The frustration returns for Ness.  He tells Malone again, “I want to get Capone. I don't 

know how to get him.” 

And with that Malone tells him.  He tells him the way.  Malone tells him, and the 

audience watching the movie, the only way Capone will be taken down.  And, in going so, he 

tells him the only way that he, Malone, will agree to be involved.   

He says, and this is the classic dialog that people remember, “You want to get Capone? 

Here's how you get him. He pulls a knife, you pull a gun. He sends one of yours to the hospital, 

you send one of his to the morgue! That's the Chicago way, and that's how you get Capone! 

Now, do you want to do that? Are you ready to do that?  I'm making you a deal. Do you want 

this deal? 

Ness straightens up in the pew and says, “I have sworn to put this man away with any and 

all legal means at my disposal, and I will do so!” 

And with that, Malone starts to bring the conversation to a close inside this beautiful 

house of God by looking Ness right in the eyes, as if a deal has been struck, and saying, “Well, 

the Lord hates a coward.” 

That’s the Chicago way.  That is Capone’s method.  Overwhelming force.  So, beat them 

at their own game.  Beat them into submission.  Go in with your guns blazing, because God hates 

a coward. 

And that is the message that we have been receiving and living, it seems like forever.  

That is the way of our world.  In movies and music, on the news and in our schools, we have 

been taught the Chicago Way, the way of the world, since we were old enough to learn.  And that 

is what the world is still teaching our children, if you stop and think about it.   

If you have been cheated, then smarten up and deceive them with a bigger trick before 

they trick you again.  God hates a sucker.  If you are being lied to, or lied about, then make up 

better falsehoods about those lying in order to destroy them with their own strategy.  After all, 

God hates a weakling.   
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Is there someone, or some people, out there that are misbehaving, or using words you 

don’t like, or have more money than you, or don’t accept a particular lifestyle, or are a 

committed capitalist or a devoted socialist, or a particular color, or don’t laugh at your jokes, or 

are a better athlete, or a better speaker, whatever it is?  They are your enemy.  They must be 

brought to an end.  They must be removed.  That is the world’s way.  Enemies, after all, are 

enemies, right? 

The Chicago way, the world’s way, tells us to engage and embrace the techniques of our 

enemies and use them more effectively in order to destroy them.  But Jesus tells us that there is 

another way.  There is the Kingdom way.  And we heard it this morning.   

Listen to it again.  It is like we are Elliott Ness and Jesus is a different kind of Jimmy 

Malone.  Jesus turns to us and looks us right in the eye, as if a deal is being struck, and gives the 

way to engage our enemies.  “Love them.  Do good to those who hate you.  Bless those who 

curse you.  Pray for those who abuse you.  If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 

also.  And from anyone who takes away your coat, do not withhold even your shirt.  Give to 

anyone who begs from you.  And if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again.  

Do unto others, as you would have them do unto you.”  He is telling us to adopt and live a new 

standard for life, the original standard for life, so that others might see it and find new life for 

themselves by adopting it, also.  THAT is the Kingdom Way.   

So, how are we doing?  How is the world doing?  How are you doing?  How is the church 

doing?  Unlike the Chicago Way, the Kingdom Way doesn’t say that we should become like the 

world and adopt the methods of the enemies of God in order to end them.  Instead, it invites us to 

embrace a new way in order to heal them.  It doesn’t tell us that we just need to lie better, or trick 

better, or fight better.  It tells us instead that lying, and deception, and fighting have no place in 

God’s plan for creation.  It doesn’t advise us to destroy our enemies at all costs.  It asks us to 

give sacrificially by embracing them so that they can, through our commitment and example, 

find something that is currently beyond their clouded vision and tainted reality. 

The Kingdom Way requires love.  The Kingdom Way requires good works.  The 

Kingdom Way requires blessings, and prayers, and forgiveness.  It requires a desire within us for 

the betterment of those who are each trapped in their struggle.  It requires us to hope more, to 

serve better, and to give sacrificially.  It requires the church to be what Archbishop of Canterbury 

William Temple said the church is: "…a society that exists for the benefit of those who are not 

yet members."  And I would add for the betterment of even those who stand against it and us. 

But we need to also know that in its call to love, the Kingdom Way doesn’t allow us to 

call a lie, truth, or substitute an easy indifference for a difficult conviction, or a comfortable 

acceptance in the place of a challenging rejection.  It doesn’t tell us to embrace a weak love that 

require little of us.  It consecrates us to share a powerful love that brings to all people the 

opportunity to find transformation and reconciliation with God through Christ, and then through 

that, with each other. 
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It is the Kingdom Way.  It is the powerful love and the life-giving truth that Aslan in the 

Chronicles of Narnia called “the deep magic”.  It is the love and the truth that needs to be taught 

to our children in a world committed to the Chicago Way.  It is at the core of who we were 

created to be and once were, and it is our only way back to that for us all. 

Amen 

 


