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I would like to start this morning with a question.  If 

someone were to come up to you and ask you what your 

worldview was, how would you respond?  Everyone has one, by 

the way.  Whether it’s apparent to others or maybe somewhat 

transparent, we all still have one.  Whether it is apparent even to 

us, we each have a worldview.  So, how would you describe or 

define yours?   

Now, as you think about that, let me say that we need to 

start by making an important distinction at the outset.  Our 

worldview is not the same thing as our view of the world.  I know 

they sound the same, but they are not.  One of the key differences 

is that a view of the world is individually driven.   

Our view of the world develops over time and it is formed 

by our circumstances and our experiences.  When considering our 

view of the world we might answer by saying that the world is a 

wonderful place full of opportunity.  On the other hand, our 



answer might be that the world is hard place full of struggle and 

unfairness.  It all depends on what we have seen and experienced.   

One person might see the world as a place full of war, 

prejudice, and indifference while another might see it as a place 

full of love, charity, and concern for others, and both be accurate 

based on their experience.  Someone being brought up in a stable 

and comfortable home with two parents, three square meals a 

day, a dog lying next to roaring fire in the fireplace, 3.4 

televisions (I think that is the current national average), two cars 

in the garage, and a quality neighborhood school would 

undoubtedly see the world as a place full of possibilities and 

opportunity.  On the other hand, someone from a broken home in 

the projects, surrounded by crime and drugs and poverty and 

abuse would have a very different and probably cynical view of 

the world.  So, a worldview is different from a view of the world 

in that a view of the world is individual to each person.   

Another difference between a worldview and a view of the 

world is that we can, and often do, change our view of the world 

over time.  As our circumstances and experiences change, we 

often find ourselves also changing our view of the world around 

us.  For example, someone who has lived a healthy life and then 

is stricken with a debilitating disease that drains their energy, and 
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their finances, and their patience with life, may come to view the 

world in an entirely different way than they had before their 

illness.  Just as would someone who, let’s say, turns their back on 

an addiction and begins to live a productive and fulfilling life.  

They too, through their new experiences, would have a different 

view of things.  So, another difference between a worldview and 

a view of the world is that we can, and often do, change our view 

of the world as our circumstances and experiences change.  They 

are temporary and circumstantial.  

So, there you go.  Have I muddied up that enough for us?  I 

suppose that we are still left with the question, what then is a 

worldview?  Well, according to Webster’s, a worldview is: a 

comprehensive conception of the world especially from a specific 

standpoint.  From a specific standpoint.  What I hear is that a 

worldview is our starting point.  It is the larger lens through 

which we encounter things.  It is a set of truths that we accept 

that guides us and defines who we are.   

Unlike a view of the world, a worldview is not 

individualistic.  It is overriding.  We don’t create a worldview out 

of our experience, we adopt it for our lives.  We adopt a 

worldview and then we allow our experience to be understood 



through that.   Once we have embraced a worldview, it, not us, no 

matter what our circumstances turn out to be, defines the way we 

see the world.  It becomes our constant.  Our north star.  It guides 

our actions and it frames our viewpoints.  We don’t change our 

worldview based on our circumstances.  Instead, we are the ones 

changed by our worldview.  The content of our worldview gives 

meaning to everything we experience, not vice versa.  While we 

might define our view of the world, our worldview defines us.   

And so, what is your worldview?  What is our worldview, as 

Christians?  Now you might say, “That depends.”  Are we talking 

about Episcopalians, or Baptists, or Catholics, or the big, non-

denominational church across town?”   But I’m not talking about 

worship style, or some particular concept, or way, of baptism, or 

whether you wear a tie to church on Sundays, or jeans and tennis 

shoes.  What I’m asking is, “What is our foundation?  What holds 

our life up and what defines our path?  

You see, contrary to what many might take from popular 

culture and understanding; and contrary to much of the modern 

and post-modern theological thought, we do have a very specific 

worldview.  We do have a foundational belief.  It’s specific, it’s 

concrete, and it’s clearly stateable.  As a matter of fact, in just a 
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few minutes we are going to state it right here publicly as we 

renew our Baptismal Covenant with God.   

If you listen as we go through it, you will hear that our 

Christian worldview tells us that there is a thing called evil, it is 

real, it is in the world, and though we should stand against it, we 

should not let it consume us in the process. 

In our Christian worldview we recognize that there is one 

God and that that God created all things both in heaven and on 

earth.  God brought all things into being and ordered them to 

work together in a particular way.  Any other way than that 

reduces our existence. 

Our Christian worldview states that Jesus is the Son of God, 

not just a talented teacher/philosopher and not just a good 

personal example of how to live.  Our Christian worldview tells 

us that Jesus is THE Son of God who took on the form of a 

human being and died sacrificially because we needed him to do 

that for us.  We needed Him to do that because we couldn’t.  He 

was buried, and He was brought to life again, and through that He 

accomplished for each of us something that we were, and are, 

unable to do for ourselves.   



Our Christian worldview recognizes that God is active in the 

world and in our lives and will guide us to fullness of life, if we 

let him.  We also recognize, however, that God will leave us to 

our own will, if that is our demand.  In our worldview, we 

acknowledge that God has sent the Holy Spirit as a guide in order 

to help us know God and His desire for our lives. 

Our Christian worldview also says that all truth necessary 

for renewed relationship with God can be found in His Word to 

us, and in the teaching of the Apostles.  And our worldview also 

tells us that there is power in the breaking of the bread, the 

Eucharist that we are going to partake of shortly, and that we can, 

and are called to, be in conversation through prayer with that one 

God who created and guides all things. 

Our Christian worldview tells us that there is a thing that we 

have labeled with the word sin.  It is what separates us from God 

and each other, and that we are to turn away from that state and 

those actions and back towards God, and through God back to a 

right relationship with each other.   

And finally, our Christian worldview tells us that we have 

responsibilities to others.  We are, through our words and 

example, supposed to display our worldview and how we are 

defined by it for all to see…in our homes, in our workplaces, in 
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our schools, on the golf course, and in the mountains.  Through 

our worldview, we are to embrace all people in love, and justice, 

and respect, but not in cheap love and cheap justice and cheap 

respect that leaves people where they are because we only want 

to get involved just so far, instead of showing them a different 

way.   

So, there it is.  That is the Christian worldview.  It is 

something that we need to hear now and again, especially as we 

begin a new year.  It’s concrete, it can be shared, and we are 

defined by it, not it by us and our experiences.  We need to 

remember that it is our starting point, and that it frames our lives.  

Everything we encounter needs to be encountered through it.  

Everyone we love needs to be loved according to it.  Every truth 

that we tell, that we proclaim, needs to be measured against it.  

And the profound purpose and the amazing peace and joy that 

Jesus modeled for us can only be found in it. 

And so now I invite us to turn to page 405, as we stand 

together and renew our baptismal covenant, our Christian 

worldview, with God… 


