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Luke 21:25-36 

 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 

they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. Now when these 

things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near." 

Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves 

you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 

things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 

will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. 

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 

the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 

 

 

There is a story about A.J. Gordon from many years ago that is common around this time 

of year.  Gordon was a pretty well-known pastor in Boston, Massachusetts at the Clarendon 

Baptist Church. One day he was out front of his downtown church when a young boy came by 

carrying a rusty cage in which several birds were fluttering around frantically. Pastor Gordon 

asked the boy, "Son, where did you get those birds?" The boy replied, "I trapped them out in the 

field." "What are you going to do with them?" "I'm going to play with them, and then I guess I'll 

just feed them to an old cat we have at home." Thinking for a second, Gordon offered to buy 

them, and the boy, not believing what he was hearing said, "Mister, you don't want these birds.  

They're just little old wild birds and they can't sing very well.  They’re not worth anything." 

Gordon replied, "I’ll tell you what, I'll give you $10 for the cage and the birds." The boy’s eyes 

lit up, "Okay, but you're making a bad deal."  Well, the exchange was made, and the boy went on 

his way with his crisp new $10 bill.  Pastor Gordon then walked around to the back of the church 

property, opened the door of the small wire cage, and let the scared and struggling creatures soar 

up into the blue sky.  

The following Sunday he took the empty cage into the pulpit as an illustration for his 

sermon about Christ's coming to seek and to save the lost -- paying for them with His own 

precious blood. Gordon said, "That boy told me the birds were not worth anything and would 

never fill a room with song, but when I released them, and they flew away heavenward, it 

seemed to me they were singing, 'Redeemed, redeemed, redeemed!'  It was the most beautiful 

song I had ever heard." 
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Welcome to Advent. And the message of this season, of Advent, is the same as the song 

that was heard from those wild birds. It's the song that you will find sung in every carol you hear 

in the coming weeks! It’s the meaning behind every gift that you are going to find under the tree!  

It's the Word the shepherds heard out in their field!  It's the assurance Mary received! It's the star 

the Wisemen followed… Redeemed!  Advent is a season of the church when we recognize again 

that you and I have been trapped in our separation from God, but Christ has come to purchase 

our reconciliation, our redemption.  

Jesus said in our passage today, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People 

will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and 

great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near."   

What will YOU hear in the songs of this season? What will YOU see the signs this 

coming Christmas?  In the weeks to come, what will your focus be?  When we stand up and lift 

your heads this Advent, and, if we do, what will we being looking for?  What will we see? 

Do any of you remember a series of comedy sketches done by Carl Reiner and Mel 

Brooks that dates back to the early 1960’s called the "2000-Year-Old Man".  If you don’t, in the 

sketch Reiner would play a pretty straight news man and Brooks was a somewhat quirky 2000-

year-old man with a very pronounced Jewish accent.  The premise has Reiner interviewing this 

2000-year-old man, who was born around 40 BC, played by Brooks.  In the interview Reiner 

would inquire concerning life way back when. At one point, Reiner asks the old man, "Did you 

always believe in God?"  

 

And Brooks replies, "No. We had a guy in our village named Phil, and for a time we worshiped 

him."  

 

Surprised, Reiner wondered, "You worshiped a guy named Phil? Why?"  

 

"Because he was big, and mean, and he could break you in two with his bare hands!"  

 

The interview continued with the question, "Did you have prayers?"  

 

Brooks answers, "Yes, would you like to hear one?  Let us pray…O Phil, please don't be mean, 

and hurt us, or break us in two with your bare hands."  

 

Reiner: "So when did you start worshiping God?"  

 

And that is when a great answer was given.  I’m not sure that they realized at how great it was or 

that it might be used in a sermon someday, but what they said about not worshipping Phil any 
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more was this: "Well, one day a big thunderstorm came up, and a lightning bolt hit Phil. We 

gathered around and saw that he was dead. Then we said to one another,” and here is the great 

line, “There's somthin' bigger than Phil!” 

There’s something bigger than Phil.  You know that should be our mantra for the Advent 

Season…at least one of them.  There’s somethin’ bigger than Phil.  We should make bumper 

stickers with St. Peter’s logo on them.  Probably no one under the age of 50 or 60 would get it, 

but during Advent we are brought to the realization each year that there is something bigger. 

You know, I have a mixed relationship with the time leading up to Christmas.  I love the 

meaning of this time of year.  The coming of the Savior.  The promise of God and then the 

answer to that promise in the form of a baby, born in Bethlehem, laying in an old food trough, 

surrounded by animals, overlooked by a star.  I love the vision of angels appearing to the 

shepherds, those lowly shepherds warming themselves around their fires out in the fields.  And 

the heavenly chorus, I love the heavenly chorus filling the sky and putting on a powerful, 

heavenly rock concert of praise and thanksgiving for what God is doing.  OK, the rock concert 

part might be a little bit more about me than the reality, but the point is I love the truth and 

meaning of the coming Christmas and I get excited, and I get emotional, about what took place 

so long ago: About how God entered the world personally so that we, you, me, all of us, 

everyone, everywhere might be reconnected to that which we turned our back on so long ago.   

And I also love the lights, and the Christmas trees with the stars on top, and the nativity 

scenes, and the Christmas carols; yes, Christmas carols; even when I pull out my guitar and 

sneak them in during Advent.  I love the true meaning of Christmas.   

But I struggle with the advertising pushing his and her cars, and the competition to outdo 

the next person, and the sales, and the continuous, never ending stack of catalogs in my mailbox 

and emails on my computer, and the consumerism.  I get worn down by seeing the stress that 

people put themselves through trying to measure up to the world’s depiction of the “Holiday” 

season, and the expectation to get everyone just the right gift for fear of letting them down. 

But Jesus has a message for us today.  There are signs to be seen.  Signs that point to 

something different.  He said that we should stand up and raise our heads, because our 

redemption is drawing near.  He said that when you see these things taking place, you know that 

the kingdom of God is near.  What a great message for our times.  What a great message for 

Advent.  Stand up, lift up your heads up from all the distractions.  Look around, and see the 

coming of the Kingdom, and connect to the true meaning of Christmas.   

Don’t be fooled.  If we were to continue with our passage from Luke today, we would 

have heard Jesus warn his disciple to be careful with their hearts. Be careful with what they fill 

their hearts with.  Don’t let them get weighed down with the anxieties of this life.  Don’t let them 

be distracted or they will get snared in a trap and they’ll miss what’s going on.  We’ll miss 

what’s going on.  You’ll miss what God is doing.  Be watchful, prayerful, look heavenward, look 

inward.   

He’s saying, “Don’t focus on the world, focus on God.”  Lift up your heads.  In the words 

of the 2000-year-old man, “There is something bigger than Phil.”  There is something bigger 
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than the sales.  There is something bigger, something that gives the wonderful lights, and trees, 

and cards, and parties their true meaning.  There is even something bigger than the things of our 

time that cause people to faint from fear and foreboding.  Don’t miss that something bigger.  

Stand up.  Look up.  See that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 

Welcome to Advent.  A time to prepare ourselves, and the world, for the greatest gift ever 

given to humanity as the door to our cage is opened and we are invited, with a new song, to fly 

free. 

Amen. 


