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Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Moses said: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you 

requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you 

said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this 

great fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they 

have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own 

people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them 

everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet 

shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who 

speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word 

that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

 

 

In our reading from Deuteronomy this morning we hear from both Moses and God.  

Moses is telling the people that after he has left this world there will be another prophet like him 

who will be raised up out from them.  The reality is that there will be and has been a series of 

prophets, both major and minor.  Familiar names, I hope, like Isaiah, Elijah, Jeremiah, 

Nehemiah, Ezekiel, and a bunch of others too long to list. 

After Moses told them all this, God not only confirmed it, but elaborated.  God would put 

his words in the mouths of the prophets and the prophets were charged to speak those words to, 

and to live them within, the people.  And the people were to follow God’s words that were 

spoken by the prophets in order to be who God intended then to be and, through that, find the 

fullness of life, and model the fullness of life.   

It was really pretty straight forward.  God wanted us to know what he desired for 

creation, what was best for all creation, and so he raised up prophets that would draw close to 

him through whom to communicate those intentions via human languages and actions, and then 

told the people to listen and to follow… to hear, and to embrace, and then to be.  And then 

through that…being…inviting everyone back to who they were originally made to be.  It is the 

equation for salvation.  It is the path back to life. 
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You know, I would guess that most people listening today have, over their lifetime, seen 

many things.  We all have been witnesses to a great deal of change.  Take music for example.  In 

just my lifetime, my connection to music went from records, to reel to reel, to 8-track tapes, to 

cassettes, to CDs, to thumb drives, to nothing but an internet connection.  TV went from a tiny 

screen in a big box full of vacuum tubes, to two or three networks broadcasting shows like the 

Kraft Television Theatre and Texaco Star Theatre and concluding each day with the National 

Anthem and a test pattern.  It went from black and white to color, from tubes to solid state, from 

analog to digital, from over-the-air to cable, to streaming over a smart TV or smart phone where 

this church service can be seen live almost anywhere on this planet on a handheld device that 

contains every bit of information known to man.   

And that is just some of the big stuff.  There has also been a steady stream of small 

improvements over the years.  I can remember a fascination as a child when light dimmer 

switches came into being.  I know that seems miniscule, but for some reason I found them really 

cool.  Turn it to the left and things got gradually darker.  Turn it to the right and the world lit up.   

Which brings me back to Moses, and God, and prophets, and the gift of prophesy and our 

mission as God’s church.  Thirty-three hundred years ago God came to a man on a mountainside 

in the form of a bush that burned with fire without being consumed, in order to turn up the light.  

A nation, through whom God was going to bring the path for everyone back to him, was trapped 

in slavery in a place far from the land from which the Messiah was to come.  God raised up and 

sent a humble servant to a foreign land in order to turn up the light.  He sent Moses to speak 

God’s existence to those who had forgotten him in that faraway place, and God’s heart to those 

who had not, within a nation charged with a mission that had become caught up in the midst of 

overwhelming oppression.  He was sent there to turn up the light on Pharaoh and to demand that 

Israel be set free.  He was sent to lead the descendent of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob back onto the 

path that had been set for them from the beginning.  God used this prophet to exercise his power, 

to bring his law, and to further a mission within a people called to that mission to bring light into 

the darkness for all people.   

And God was just getting started.  The light needed to be turned up.  More prophets 

would come who would speak God’s heart were on the horizon.  More prophets who would 

speak to this people who were so often fumbling their way forward.  Joshua who challenged 

them by proclaiming, as they entered the Promised Land, that “As for he and his family they 

would follow God.”   

Obedient and faithful Elijah who told the people to quit vacillating in weakness, asking 

them how long they would waver.  “If Yahweh is God,” he said to them, “then follow him.”  If 

you think Baal is god, well, then follow him.  It was the time to choose who you would be.  

Yahweh or Baal, life or death, but a choice had to be made…   

David, a man after God’s own heart, even with his flaws… 
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Isaiah, who warned Israel of the repercussion of the path they had taken, but also 

proclaimed to solution that God’s Messiah would bring… 

Jeremiah who proclaimed the coming of the repercussion in the form of exile… 

And Ezekiel who told them of their coming return to their home after their exile. 

These, and so many others, were all human beings who drew close to God and through 

whom God turned up the light in a world that profoundly needed God and God’s light.  Daniel, 

Nehemiah, Malachi, Ruth, Esther, Mary.  Peter, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Timothy…on 

and on turning up the light of Christ for all to see. 

Today is the day within our congregation that we get to assess.  We get to assess our most 

recent chapter in our ongoing story within the fullness of God’s story of our salvation and the 

salvation of the world.  It is a time for all faithful followers to ask of themselves whether they 

have turned the rheostat on their light clockwise or counterclockwise.   

Over the past twelve months, did we come humbly before our God, and did we bring 

light through that?  Did we live God’s love?  Did we share God’s truth?  Did we invite all people 

into reconciliation with God so that reconciliation with each other could become a reality?   

From my vantage point, we did well.  In a challenging year, in a troubling time, we, at 

this Cathedral church, never lost track of who God is and what God has called us to be.  We 

worshipped faithfully, we served others powerfully, and we loved abundantly.  We adjusted 

when adjustment was necessary.  We grew where expansion was possible.  And we persevered, 

not relying on ourselves, but trusting that God inhabits this place and our lives.  I hope that you, I 

hope that everyone connected to this place and God’s mission here, also felt the joy, and the 

peace, and the possibilities that shining God’s light bring. 

And now, as we head into another year, another chapter, I hope that we will understand 

that we, each of us, all of us, are called to be within that long line of faithful prophets, saints of 

light, that God is raising up for the world.  That we would draw close to the heart of God so that 

we would see all things and all people through God’s loving eyes.  That we would embrace 

God’s eternal truth in order to challenge our time to not settle for meager offerings.  That we 

would turn up our light. 

In the Gospel of John, Jesus said that he was the light of the world and he told those 

there, and us here, that whoever follows him will never walk in darkness.  In the Gospel of 

Matthew, he told us what we were to be as the church, as the Body of Christ.  “You too,” he said, 

“are to be light for the world.”  Let your light shine so that when people see you in us they will 

give glory to God in Heaven. 

Father turn up your love, through us.  Turn up your truth within us.  Turn up your light 

through this church for the coming year.  For where your light is, darkness dies, and all of 

humanity will give you glory. 
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Amen 


