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You know on this day of all days in the church year I hesitate getting into a deep sermon.  It 

seems that we have plenty of other days to delve into the true meaning of the crucifixion.  The true 

meaning of the sacrifice that Christ made for us on the cross.  This is a day for experience.  This is a 

day for us to contemplate the wondrous and wonderful gift that our loving God did for a wayward and 

arrogant people who had decided that they had little need for him and his ways.  Today is a day where 

we look at the starkness of our altar, the crosses veiled in black, the empty tabernacle with its open 

door and gaping space and we experience that feeling of loss.  And today we recognize what Jesus was 

working his way towards ever since he set his face towards Jerusalem and the cross.  It deserves our 

full attention and probably just a few words.   

For forty days we have been walking together with Christ through Lent.  We’ve seen Jesus in 

the wilderness as he overcame the temptation of Satan and the world.  We heard about the narrow door 

and how Jesus longed to gather us all up as a hen gathers her chicks for protection under her wings, but 

they were unwilling.  Jesus told us about the prodigal son and how after ruining his life by pursuing 

things in service of himself he finally came to himself, he finally recognized his true self, how he was 

meant to be, and returned to his true home and was received back with joy and celebration.  We also 

learned about the tenants in the vineyard, the vineyard that was entrusted to them, and how they turned 

on the owner, and they turned on the covenant they had made, in order to write their own rules and 

exert their own control.  We saw that when they left behind the mission that was entrusted to them, 

their mission was taken from them and given to others. And finally last Sunday, Palm Sunday, Passion 

Sunday, we saw how Jesus’ made all things new.  “Watch me,” he might say, “follow me, experience 

it all.  Come and see and know what is being accomplished today.” 

And so he submited himself to what had to be.  He submitted himself to the most torturous 

execution ever devised by man.  It was an execution so painful that they had to come up with a new 

word to describe it.  Death on a cross was excruciating; a word that means out of the cross.  And then 

when it is all done he utters three words that rang out throughout heaven and hell, either in celebration 

or in dread: It is finished.   

But what was finished?  Certainly God’s work of redemption was completed on the cross.  

Maybe you look at what happened on this day as Jesus paying the penalty required by God because of 

our sin, the penalty that we should have paid.  Or maybe you look at that cross as the ultimate sign of 

God’s unfailing love for us; his unwavering commitment to us to not leave us lost and separated.  Or 

maybe you see what happened on the cross as Christ offering himself as a ransom for us, who are 

being held hostage within this fallen world.  Or maybe you see it as Christus Victor.  The belief that 

God sent his Son to fight a battle against evil in order to free us from captivity and enslavement.  Or 

maybe you see some of all of this in the cross.  However you connect to the cross, we know from 

Jesus’ own words that what he was sent to do was completed on this day on the hard wood of the cross.  

It was brought to completion. It was indeed finished.   
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But maybe there were some other things, along with the work of salvation, that were finished, 

or that were meant to be finished, or at least things that we were meant to be finished with, as we live 

into God’s Kingdom which was opened to us on this day.  Things that someday will indeed be 

finished, or things that we will be finished with, because of what Jesus completed.   

In our passage today we see soldiers and the temple guards arresting Jesus.  We see the 

representatives of the world taking the ultimate representative of heaven to be tried for bringing to the 

world the real image of God.  Maybe the work that was finished on the cross was also meant to bring 

an end to, to finish, the world’s perceived control over all things and all people by recognizing that it is 

God who is truly in control.   

On this day, we also heard how Pilate responded to Jesus when he told Pilate, “that everyone 

who belongs to the truth listens to my voice”.  We heard how Pilate responded to that by asking Jesus, 

“what is truth?”  Maybe the work that was finished on the cross was also meant to finish, to bring an 

end to, our substitution of our truth for The Truth.   

We watched Peter, afraid and disowning his relationship with Jesus, the Son of the living God.  

Maybe the work that was finished on the cross was also meant to finish, to bring an end to, our fear 

and our unwillingness, against all pressure and opposition, to stand firmly in the Love and Truth of 

Christ. 

When the Kingdom of God is realized on earth I think that there will be a lot of things that will 

be finished; things that will no longer exist.  No longer will the followers of Christ be any different 

from the world since the world will recognize Jesus.  No longer will there be a competition of ideas 

and theologies and doctrines, because the truth, the one ultimate, undeniable Truth will be known, and 

seen, and embraced.  No longer will there be debate over who is the greatest because, in looking at 

Christ face to face, there will be no question.  We will know who is greatest.  

The last words that Jesus uttered on the cross before he gave up his spirit were, “It is finished!”  

And it was.  God’s plan of salvation, through his love, to give us back ourselves, to give us back the 

way to be in relationship with him and each other through his Truth, through his Son, to be who we 

were created to be, it was all completed on a cross.  It was indeed finished.  The rest, even up to this 

day, is just mopping up.  Maybe it is time that the world is finished also; finished with all those things 

that are so strongly held onto that are not rooted in God’s truth.  God’s work was finished on the cross.  

Someday the world will be finished with all those things that made the cross necessary. 

 

Amen 

 


