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Job 38:1-11 

The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 

"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

Gird up your loins like a man, 

I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

 

"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understanding. 

Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

Or who stretched the line upon it? 

On what were its bases sunk, 

or who laid its cornerstone 

when the morning stars sang together 

and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

 

"Or who shut in the sea with doors 

when it burst out from the womb?— 

when I made the clouds its garment, 

and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

and prescribed bounds for it, 

and set bars and doors, 

and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves be stopped'?" 

 

 

There was an article published in the Atlantic Magazine that just caught my eye 

from about ten years ago.  It was published right about this time of year and its title 

caught me off guard a bit.  It asked the question: “Are Fathers Necessary?”  and carried 

the subtitle: “A paternal contribution may not be as essential as we think.”  It seemed that 

the author thought, maybe the Atlantic Magazine thought, that they were putting forth a 

great new truth for the ages.  The Huffington Post gave their answer to the Atlantic’s 

question by declaring in a subsequent article in 2014 entitled, “Fathers Are Not Needed.” 

The New York Times entered the discussion with a debate they thought needed to 

be had among authors, professors, and activists entitled, “What Are Fathers For?”  It 

celebrated, as a great victory for women, how statistically almost half of US households 
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with children have mothers as the sole or primary breadwinner and concluded the 

introduction with questioning whether fathers bring anything unique to the table. 

Oh, by the way, Happy Father’s Day!  I think that today there has been a question 

placed on the table that needs answering. 

In Matthew, Chapter 7, Jesus tells us that we will know the value of things, 

actions, by the fruit that results.  So, what does the fruit tell us? 

Fatherless home are 4 times more likely to live in poverty. 

Children in fatherless homes are 15 times more likely to commit suicide. 

They are 32 times more likely to run away. 

They are 20 times more likely to have behavioral issues. 

They are 9 times more likely to drop out of high school. 

And they are 20 times more likely to end up in prison. 

 

Are fathers necessary?  The fruit would seem to testify that they absolutely are. 

But these statistics, I think, hold additional truths that shouldn’t be missed.  The 

first is how amazingly strong and capable single mothers are as so many step in to 

provide both sides of a critical equation when circumstances require.  The second is that 

although statistics show that fathers are critical to a healthy and stable family, it would 

have to be recognized that this is true only for good, loving, and dedicated fathers.  Any 

other type of male presence will prove to be detrimental.  

I couple of years ago I asked whether you ever been to a construction site?  I 

described that, if you had, it was likely that you would have seen a bunch of small pieces 

of scrap 2x4’s in a pile.  Next to the pile, you probably would have seen a guy working a 

chop saw cutting longer 2x4s down to the same length.   

As I watched one day, I thought to myself that it must take a lot of time to 

measure each board to be sure it was the right length.  But the thing was, I never saw him 

pull out a measuring tape.  What he had done was carefully measure one board to the 

length that the master builder or the architect had designed it to be.  Then he precisely cut 

it to that length and then he wrote across it in big black letters “MODEL”.  Then every 

time he needed to cut a batch to that particular length, he would grab the appropriate 

model, lay it on his table, load in a fresh 2x4, and bring the blade down.  He got a perfect 

cut every time.   

And you know that pile of wood, those boards that were laying next to him on the 

ground, in themselves were not necessarily beautiful works of art.  They were just part of 

the larger ongoing work in progress.  They were just boards cut to a particular length, 

adhering to a particular standard, based on a particular plan, designed to create a 

particular thing.  The carpenter relied on the model to keep everything within a standard 

so that the resulting house would stand straight and strong for the future. 

Standards are important.  We heard about it in of reading from Job this morning.  

God asks the complaining Job whether he was there when God was setting the foundation 
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of the world in place.  Who determined the measurements?  Who laid the plumb line?  

Who set the cornerstone?  Just like a builder of a home, God had a plan and a standard in 

place before he ever started creating.  Within the plan, things would fit together well and 

would stand strong and last long.   

Standards are important.  Models are important.  Which begs the question, what 

are our standards in the world today?  What models of these standards do we have, for 

our children in particular, that they can stand up next to in order to see how they fit, and 

in order to know how they are doing in building their lives into something that will stand 

firm and bring happiness? 

Today, we celebrate one of those critical models.  Happy Father’s Day.  I know I 

have said it in the past, but Godly men are a special blessing and they are very much 

needed, regardless of what a newspaper or magazine might proclaim.  Faithful, spiritual 

men and fathers are a special blessing.  They are critically important, and I don’t think 

they often realize that.  They have a critical task, just like their counterpart, mothers, do.  

They are meant to be a model, a model of a standard, in order to help implement a plan 

for creation.   

And the thing is, that statement can be one full of joy and hope or one full of 

dread and despair.  It is like a father after a big snowstorm who is out trudging to the 

mailbox and hears a noise behind him.  He turns and looks and sees his young daughter 

jumping from footprint to footprint, walking the path that her father has set out for her.  It 

can be like a son scratching across his face with a popsicle stick as dad removes his 

stubble.  It is like what Clarence Budington Kelland said, “My father didn’t tell me how 

to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it.”  

But, if we are to be leaders, if we are to be models, we must be cut, or be willing 

to be re-cut, to the standard of the master builder.  Because, if we take making of the 

model lightly, we risk the entire structure.   If we take our faith and our lives lightly, 

those who model their lives after ours, those who watch us, will find themselves living in 

the same crooked, wobbly, weak structures that we find so much in today’s world.   

So men, if we are to be authentic fathers, if we are to be models for children, if we 

are going to be people that they measure themselves against, how is it that we are 

suppose to measure ourselves.  What measurements do we live by and live within in 

order for others life beyond? 

First, we are to strive to be holy.  Being holy is to simply be who we were created 

to be, in relationship with the one who made us.  Yes, it does mean that some things 

would be eliminated from our lives.  But those things that the world tells us that we 

would be diminished without are actually things keeping us from fully living life as we 

were intended to do.  They are the mismeasurements and miscuts that we pass on, 

through our modeling and their watching, that keep our children from finding their true 

identities.  Fathers need to model themselves from holiness, if we are to be true models 

for the next generation. 
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And we are to be righteous.  Another great church word, right?  In everyday 

language it means we are to do what is right.  Being holy, we are to do the things that 

reflect that holiness.  As Jesus told us in the two great commandments, we are to love 

God with all our heart and strength and mind, and we are to love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  We are to model our lives after Christ; cutting ourselves to the standard that 

he put forth.  Loving, as he did and does, living within his truth, and standing firm in that 

truth even when that truth is not easy.  Even when that truth might challenge us and 

others.  Our children need the Godly modeling of righteous fathers. 

God has filled the world with many potential models that will help bring all things 

into their proper order.  We are the boards that are used to build our society and the future 

world depends on us to assure that we are measured to the plans of the builder.  If we do, 

then everything that come through us will fit.  But, if we measure ourselves wrong, then 

everything that comes through us will be out of whack. 

Today we recognize and celebrate the models called fathers.  Never let anyone, 

especially yourselves, minimize your role.  Never cut yourselves short…or long to fit 

your or any human measure.  You are critical within God’s plan for the world.  As God 

determined the measurements, stretched the plumbline, and set the cornerstone, we need 

to embrace the measure, because our children are watching. 

Happy Father’s Day, and amen. 

 

 

 


