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Luke 4:1-13 

 

After his baptism, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 

and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 

tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when 

they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, "If you are the 

Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus 

answered him, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone.'" 

 

Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms 

of the world. And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory 

and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 

anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus 

answered him, "It is written, 

 

'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'" Then the devil took 

him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying 

to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it 

is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,'  

 

And 

 

'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot 

against a stone.'"  

 

Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.'" When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until 

an opportune time. 
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Have you ever been tempted?  It is nothing new, right?  It is something 

that we all face. 

 

Take Bobby for example…Bobby desperately wanted a new 10 speed 

bicycle.  He worked hard, collected bottles, mowed lawns, washed 

windows, saved his nickels, dimes, quarters.  He would pray each night, 

“Lord please help me save my money.”  One Friday night, his mother 

overheard his prayers.  He went through his regular routine, family, 

friends, etc. and then he closed with, “Oh, and please God don’t let the 

ice cream truck come down the street tomorrow. 

 

Temptation…we all come up against it. 

 

Jim Grant in Readers Digest told about a friend.  His friend was a 

businessman struggling with his weight.  On his doctor’s advice, decided 

it was time to shed a few pounds.  And he took it seriously.  He counted 

calories, asked colleagues at work to support him, and even changed his 

route to and from work to avoid his favorite bakery.   

 

One morning he showed up with a coffee cake and a grin.  His friends 

scolded him, but he kept smiling.  He told then that this was a special 

coffee cake.  He explained that he had inadvertently driven by the 

bakery that morning.  The window was full of goodies, and in center was 

this coffee cake.  He quickly prayed, “Lord, if you want me to have that 

great coffee cake, show me by there be a parking space right in front.”  

And sure enough, after the 8th time around the block, there it was! 

 

Sound familiar?  We all know temptation, don’t we?  And we can make 

fun about it, but in reality, temptation is a serious thing. 

 

Today’s passage from Luke tells us about Jesus’ first day on the job.  

John had just baptized him.  His Father was well pleased, and said so.  

And immediately the Spirit led (drove) him into the wilderness to face 

temptation. 
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Something had to be known by God, the Father, and by Jesus, the human 

being.  Faced with the temptations from THE Tempter himself, would 

his human side choose the easy way or the right way.  Faced with a clear 

choice, would he decide, in the end, to choose the crown without the 

cross. 

 

Some temptations are foundational, like self, power, idolatry. 

And Jesus had to choose.  Would it be a human crown or a sacrificial 

cross?  

 

In the first temptation… Jesus had eaten nothing during those almost 40 

days, and was weak and famished. The devil came and said to him, "If 

you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread." 

 

In the first temptation Satan tries to get Jesus to use power for wrong 

purposes.  He tries to get him to embrace, and serve, his humanity 

instead of his divinity.  But notice Satan’s approach…If you are the Son 

of God.  

 

Does anyone here think for a second that Satan didn’t know who he was 

talking to?  He knows who he is…He not questioning his credentials or 

his identity.  What he is doing is trying to get Jesus to question himself 

and his purpose.  “Come on Jesus, get a grip.  Do you really think God 

sent you to save humanity?”   

 

It was an old trick.  In the past it was, “Did God really say that you 

shouldn’t eat from the tree?”  For Jesus, it was, “Are you really the Son 

of God with a mission for the world?” 

 

You see, if Satan can get Jesus to doubt just long enough to misuse his 

power in the service of self, if he can get him to respond to human 

desires rather than God’s will by embracing the physical over the 

spiritual… If he can get Jesus to take the crown without the cross…he 

would win.  Self-interest would reign, and, as an added benefit, 

humanity would be seduced into believing that this self-serving example 
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and power could be then used in meeting their own personal desires.  

Give us what we want, satisfy our hunger, like you did your own and 

then we will crown you king. 

 

Jesus answer is simple.  “It is written…Man does not live by bread alone 

but by ever word that comes from the mouth of God.” 

 

While Satan sees hunger and thinks bread, Jesus knows our true hunger.  

He knows that our true hunger that comes from our poverty, and famine, 

and our time in the wilderness is spiritual not physical.  The deep hunger 

that he came to remedy is the hunger we have for renewed relationship 

with His Father, who we turned our back on. 

 

But we have fallen so far from our created state, and understanding, that 

we beg for mere bread and forget the true food we were created to live 

on. It is like being a crashed airplane, a pile of rubble that once flew.  

The material is all there but the ability to fly has been lost.  We have lost 

who we are, and what we had, and we crave to find it again.  And Satan 

is ready with bread, and money, and sex, and power, encouraging us to 

seek crowns instead of crosses. 

“Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle 

of the temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 

down from here, for it is written, 

‘He will command his angels concerning you,  

to protect you,'  

and 

'On their hands they will bear you up,  

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”  

 

If the first is about physical desires, this one is about reputation 

and power.  “Show everyone, Jesus.  They’ll get it.  They know 
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Scripture.  Go ahead and force God’s hand.  Show the people who is in 

charge.” 

 

And notice that Satan is a quick learner.  This time he quotes Scripture.  

He quotes Psalms, and in the process, teaches us that simply quoting the 

words is not enough.   

 

While Scripture holds all truth necessary for salvation.  Scripture is to be 

used in search of truth, not personal power.  It is not to be used, to be 

manipulated, in order serve our purpose or our agenda. We don’t use 

scripture to manipulate God.  We allow scripture to manipulate and 

transform us, for God.  Anything less is seeking a crown without the 

cross. 

 

“Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, "To you I will give 

their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I 

give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be 

yours.”  

 

“Look Jesus, you want people to follow you, right?  Here is how you do 

it.  It no big deal.  Simply give me tribute and they will flock to you.  

Afterall they are where I am.  Their hearts are focused on other things, 

my kind of things.  If you really want them, then you have to come 

through me, so why not just worship me and you will get them thrown 

in?”   

 

“You shall worship the Lord your God and he alone shall you serve.”   

 

Jesus refuses to change the world by becoming part of it.  If the world, 

or a church, or a person is to come to Christ, they must rise up to him.  

He won’t lower his standards in order to make us feel more comfortable, 

or gain our following and worship by sacrificing God’s truth.  He will 

not be enticed by the glitter of the world by taking the easy way and 

embracing falsehood.  To do so would be to put worldly things in the 
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place of God.  Idolatry, as tempting as the reward of that crown may 

seem, only leads away from God. 

 

We all have our time in the wilderness and we face the same temptation 

as Jesus did.  We are tempted to doubt who we are and what we believe, 

and because of that we are tempted to question our identity as children 

of God and so we misuse our power.   

 

We are tempted to confuse our true hunger for worldly hunger and 

ignore the true food that we we’re created to thrive on.   

 

We are tempted to gain popularity and power by performance and we 

manipulate the truth of God to our ends.   

 

And we are tempted to sacrifice God’s truth by partnering with, even 

worshiping, things that are false. 

 

We are tempted to take a crown without the transforming action of the 

cross. 

 

Let’s face it…we live in a world of crowns, not of crosses.  In a world of 

self-interest, and quick fixes, and compromised lives instead of one of 

God focus, epic journeys, and a transformed existence. 

 

God calls us to rise, to rise to a higher place and sent Jesus to show us 

the way.  We will get our crowns…but they will require the cross.  

There is no other way.  It is our Lenten journey.  For 40 days we will 

walk the road Jesus did in order that we might receive the only crown 

that matter… The crowns of disciples and transformed children of God. 

 

Amen 


