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John 18:33-37 

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of 

the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 

Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you 

over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my 

kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed 

over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a 

king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 

the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

 

 

 

There is a line in a movie that got my attention many years ago.  The title of the movie is 

Kate and Leopold.  Maybe you remember it.  It is about how a Duke from the 1800’s is brought 

forward in time, by mistake, into modern day New York City, and who then meets and falls in 

love with Kate, played by Meg Ryan.  Finally, of course, they end up together, happily living 

back in the 1800’s.   

Late in the movie, from within a mental hospital, as the story is reaching its climax, the 

character who discovered time travel and who orchestrated Kate and Leopold’s departure to the 

past tries to explain to a nurse that he is not crazy.  He says, “I am like the dog that sees a 

rainbow.”   

The nurse looks at him with a quizzical look, so he goes on to explain that dogs are color 

blind, or at least are limited in how they can see color.  They can’t see rainbows, at least not how 

the rainbows truly are.  It doesn’t mean that rainbows don’t exist.  It just means that for dogs 

rainbows are beyond their normal ability to experience them.  He went on to say to the nurse, 

“Imagine seeing a deeper world as unimaginable as the fullness of a rainbow is to a dog.”  Can 

we?  Can we imagine seeing a deeper, more wonderful existence, that is as unimaginable to most 

people as the totality of color is to a dog? 

Today is Christ the King Sunday.  Are you all ready to see and be part of something 

huge?  It is the last Sunday of our church year.  Something is being brought to completion today, 

something that over the past 12 months we have been equipped for and are being invited into.   

In our passage this morning Jesus is interrogated by Pilate as he makes his way towards 

the cross.  During the questioning, Pilate asked Jesus if he was the King of the Jews, and that 

seems to me, given the reality of the true mission of Jesus, to be the wrong question.   
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It seems like our passage this morning is full of wrong questions followed by right 

questions.  Are you the King of the Jews?  Wrong question.  It is wrong because it is contained 

within and restrained by the limits of Pilate’s perception, Pilate’s color blindness.   

Pilate is concerned about worldly matters and is asking Jesus whether he was a king as 

the world knows and understands kings.  In essence he is asking Jesus, “Is it your plan to rise up 

and lead an army to try to displace Roman rule and over throw me, the governor, and Herod, the 

King?”  That’s not the right question.  That’s the worldly question.  That’s a color blind question. 

Jesus responds and asks Pilate whether this came to him on his own or is he just echoing 

what he has been told.  Right question.   

You see, it makes a difference from where his question was formed.  Was Pilate actually 

breaking through to something more in that moment?  Was he starting to see something beyond 

himself and beyond the world around him, or was it that he was simply part of the human 

condition and structures that had brought Jesus into his presence?  What were his motivations?  

What were his fears?  Where was his question coming from?  That’s a right question. 

“I am not a Jew, am I?”, Pilate asks.  Wrong question.  Wrong question, but a clear 

answer.  If Pilate was breaking through to something more, if his vision was clearing, he would 

have known, or at least he would have been open to the idea that the Kingdom that applied here 

by Jesus was not one exclusive to the Jews, or any single nation for the matter.  It was not a 

human thing.  Jesus’s Kingdom was not a political kind of kingship.   

Pilate continues, “The Jews brought you to me.  What have you done?”  Another wrong 

question or at least an incomplete one.  It is not about what he had done, not really.  In reality, 

when the colors are all drawn in, when the blindness is diminished, it was, and is, about what he 

is doing and what he is going to do.   It is a forward-looking vision of hope, not a backward 

looking action of accusation. 

And so, Jesus explains it.  “Pontious, my Kingdom is not from this world. It is not 

something that has been given to me by this world.  Look beyond yourself.  If my Kingdom was 

of this world, you know what that would look like?  It would be clear.  There would be an army 

at your gate.  My followers would rise up and this would come to an end, one way or another, 

either for you or for us.  That is the way the world works.  But try to see beyond that.  My 

Kingdom is not from the world.  It was not given to me by this world.” 

“Ah Ha!  So, you are a king?”  Pilate interrupts. 

“Not like you think, but yes I am,” Jesus continues.  “This is what I was born into this 

world for.  I was born to rule over a Kingdom. The Kingdom, however, is not what you think of 

when you think kingdom.  And I am not the King that you think of when you think king.   

I came to rule over the Kingdom of Truth which is for all people.  I was sent to establish 

a Kingdom of Love through that Truth which is for all people.  My Kingdom is so much bigger, 

so much more, than most can or will ever allow themselves to see.  It is the Kingdom of Truth 

and Love that was intended from the very beginning.  It is the Kingdom that will rule over all 

earthly kingdoms and a Truth and Love that will redefine the truth and the love as the world has 
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come to embrace it.  Everyone who is of that Kingdom and that Truth and that Love will listen to 

their new King, the true King.” 

So, back to our question… Are you, are we, ready to take part in something big; to be 

part of something huge?  Are you ready to take your place and do your part in something beyond 

your, and most people’s, earthly vision and understanding?  Are we ready to see a real rainbow 

and then bring that rainbow to everyone we meet?   

That is the call of our story and has been going out for thousands of years.  Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, are you ready to be part of something beyond your imaginations?  Moses, Ezekiel, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah; are you ready and willing to do your part.  Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, 

Zechariah… Peter, Andrew, James, John; are you all in?  Stephen, Ambrose, Augustine, 

Athanasius…Agnes, Bridgette, Hilda…Luther, Cranmer, Theresa, are you all on board for God’s 

mission?   

Are we?  Are we ready to take our place and do our part in the biggest work since 

creation itself?  Are we ready and willing to embrace the Kingdom and its King?  Are we ready 

to see the fullness of the rainbow? 

There is a story about an old pioneer who is said to have traveled westward across the 

Great Plains until he came to an abrupt halt at the edge of the Grand Canyon. He looked out in 

amazement. It was easily a mile down, eighteen miles across and more than a hundred miles 

long. With a gasp, he exclaimed, "Wow, something big musta happened here!"   

Imagine now a visitor coming to our world on this upcoming Christmas, seeing all the 

lights, the trees, the decorations, the parades, the festivities, the charitable actions and gifts, and 

all the people coming together in worship.  They probably would say the same thing: 

"Wow, something big musta happened here!" And something big did. God put on flesh and came 

into our world as one of us, and that event changed all of history. 

And it is still happening.  We leave this church year recognizing that the baby in a 

manger is the Savior and King of all creation.  He is not king through conquest, or king through 

human inheritance, or king by vote.  He just is King.  And on Christ the King Sunday we come 

together to recognize that He came to also be King of our hearts and of our lives, if we choose to 

embrace that.   

Next Sunday we begin Advent; a new church year.  We will baptize a new Christian on 

that day and we will send out from us a faithful disciple who has served God well.  We will 

begin again to re-live our story, the story of our creation and the story of our rebellion.  The story 

of salvation that led to a birth, to a life, and to a sacrifice, that brought new life for all who will 

embrace it.  We begin the journey again to be shown beyond our blindness in order to connect to 

that something big that we were made for.   

Imagine seeing a deeper world as unimaginable as color is to a dog.  Imagine seeing the 

rainbow.  Imagine being the rainbow.  Then imagine being part of a plan and part of a place that 

has the privilege of showing that wonder to the world. 

Amen 

 


