
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

Prayer and Love

Today’s Collect sets the stage for the lessons of this seventh Sunday of
Easter:  “O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus
Christ with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us
comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to
that place where our Savior Jesus Christ has gone before; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.

In our lesson from Acts, we hear the story of how the remaining disciples
chose the replacement for Judas.  Two names were proposed: Justus and
Matthias.  The key phrase that follows that pronouncement is “Then they
prayed, and said, ‘Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of
these two you have chosen to take place in this ministry and apostleship
from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.’” Then they cast lots,
and the lot fell to Matthias.  So, while we think it might be odd to cast lots
for a person to join our  ministry team, the reality is, that they prayed for
God’s presence in that process.

Prayer isn’t just a means by which we get what we desire (my husband
refers to the “God, I’m late for an appointment and I need a parking space,
now please” as arrow prayers), but prayer is a means to connect us to God,
to a wider and deeper power, it is relational – and therefore very powerful.

We all know prayer works.  Sometimes we receive that for which we prayed,
sometimes we don’t, but it seems as though both answers may be part of
God’s plan for us.  Sometimes, we see that days, weeks or years after the
prayer is offered. We all know hindsight is 20/20.

Some folks set aside a sacred space for prayer, some go into nature to pray
(as Jesus often did), some pray as they think of, or remember a need, some
pray while out for a walk, waiting in a traffic jam, sitting in a doctor’s office,
you know – all the time.

Our Psalm reminds us that relationship with God, in following his
commandments (his law), connects us in personal and communal ways with
God.  We become whole, as the psalmist says -  “like trees planted by
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streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.”  Those who delight in the law of the Lord
and meditate on his law day and night, are in a form of prayer, in
relationship with God.

The writer of the first letter of John tells us that “God gave us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life...”  The writer
“writes these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so
that you may know that you have eternal life.”  Again – relationship with
Jesus – who is among us, and in us, and with us – is key to our health and
wholeness.

Our Gospel lesson gives us Jesus’ prayer for us. It is his final prayer before
he is arrested and killed.  It is full of passion, love, care, and concern.  It is –
for us – a source of great consolation.  While he prays for his disciples, he
also prays for us.  “...Protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one...So that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves...I ask you to protect them from the evil
one...Sanctify them in the truth.”

In other words, his prayer is for protection, and for unity with God and with
one another.  He knows they are going into a hostile world.  We, too, live in
a difficult and sometimes dangerous and hostile world. If we cloak ourselves
in Christ, we too have protection.

AND, we have love.  Jesus loved his disciples so much he prayed this prayer
for them.  So, too, he prays for us, and loves us as no one else can.  Many
writers suggest, and I agree, that prayer IS love. When we take time to
pray for someone in need, to name the hopes, joys, concerns, fears of
another, to bring that into the presence of God, it is an act of love. Each
week during the prayers of the people, we pray for those people who have
asked for prayers, or for those whose need may only be known by a few,
and those few have placed that name on our prayer list -- In Love.  Prayer is
a chance to offer thanks, to give praise, to remind ourselves of a blessing.
Jesus offers us that gift of love - through his life and through this prayer.

One of the authors I read in preparation for this sermon, Bruce Epperly,
called to mind the Prayer of St. Patrick, often sung at ordinations, (If you
want to look it up, it is #370 in your hymnal) a portion of which reads:
Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
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Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

In these lessons today we are reminded, once again, that – as we enter into
eternal life through our belief in Jesus, we become free to share the lessons
of Jesus with others:

● to love one another as He loved us.  Not just some people – people
who are like us – but everyone, just as Jesus did.

● to care for the poor, the widowed, the orphaned, the destitute, the
prisoner, and the alien among us.

● to be community, to be in community, and to be in communion with
one another and with God through Christ Jesus.

Amen.
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