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Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

 

Moses said: So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your 

ancestors, is giving you. You must neither add anything to what I command you nor take away 

anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with which I am charging 

you. 

You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the 

peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and 

discerning people!” For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is 

whenever we call to him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this 

entire law that I am setting before you today? 

But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have 

seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your 

children and your children’s children. 

 

James 1:17-27 

 

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his 

own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits 

of his creatures. 

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to 

anger; for your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that 

has the power to save your souls. 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers 

of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at 

themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into 

the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who 

act-they will be blessed in their doing. 

If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 

religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care 

for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 

 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around 

him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without 

washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 

hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market 
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unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of 

cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 

disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said to 

them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 

Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 

there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are 

what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 

theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All 

these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

I was talking with an old friend this past week.  We were remembering times we shared 

in Colorado 35 years ago.  As we did one memory came to my mind.  I was just getting my 

footing in the commercial real estate business after a very trying couple of years.  One Friday 

afternoon I was loaded down with my weekend work as the elevator stopped to pick me up for 

my ride down.  As I entered, I saw the owner of the company who was making his way down 

from the corner office on the top floor.  He also, at that time, happened to be running for 

Governor of the state of Colorado.  He was actually a nice guy who I had come to know and we 

greeted each other.   

As the elevator continued on its journey, I turned to ask a question about an attacking 

headline I had read in that morning’s newspaper, I suppose trying to look smarter than I really 

was in my early 30s.  When I finished my question, his face serioused up a bit and he responded 

by saying simply, “Some people read headlines, some people make them.”   

I immediately thought that I had gone somewhere that I maybe shouldn’t have, but 

somehow, I couldn’t help myself.  I was a cocky kid just out of my 20s, so I pressed further.  I 

responded by saying, “Well, that’s good or bad, I suppose, depending on what the headlines are 

that you’re making.”  I swallowed hard in the ensuing silence, wondering if I would be cleaning 

out my desk on Monday, but finally he just smiled and nodded in agreement as the elevator 

reached the ground floor. 

We seem to be creatures of headlines, but the truth is that ALL people make headlines 

and ALL people read them.  I asked Google what were some of the most famous.  Here is what 

came back… “Nixon Resigns!”; WAR!  Oahu Bombed by Japanese Planes”; Assassin Kills 

Kennedy”; “Titanic Sinks”; “Billions Lost as Stocks Crash”; “Prohibition Ends at Last!”; 

“Atomic Bomb Hits Japan”; “OJ NOT GUILT!”  I’m sure you can come up with many others 

that have stuck with you.  And, it seems to me that headlines tell us as much about ourselves as 

about what happened, maybe even more so.   
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In 1968 in an art exhibit program, Andy Warhol was supposed to have said, “In the 

future, everyone will be world-famous for 15 minutes.”  The 15-minute-of-fame slogan stuck 

and quickly reached iconic status.  And it seems people have been chasing that reality, chasing 

the moment of their own fame ever since, writing their own headlines to the world to express the 

truth and reality of their personal story.   

Reading our passage from Deuteronomy for this week, I wondered if Moses was way 

ahead of Warhol.  You see, in Chapter 3, Moses had just been told by God that he would not be 

going into the promised land.  His headlines had been written and now, in Chapter 4, he was 

trying to teach, trying to show, Israel how to faithfully write their own.  He tells them that they 

must hold true to the structures that God had given them.  Structures and laws that Moses had 

spent much of his life telling them about.  Structures through which God will bring to them life 

within the land that had been promised to them by God, one that they were now entering into.  A 

national life within a promised land as part of an ongoing story that will bring God’s saving 

grace to all people.   

And through that truth, within that structure, he might have said, go forth and write your 

headlines.  With diligence, observe who God has called you to be, and let that be your path and 

that tell your story.  Don’t add or subtract to what God has given you.  Let your faithful lives and 

the power of God’s intention for you and for the world tell the story and write the headlines.  

Then let those headlines, headlines of faith, headlines of truth, headlines that bring true life, 

speak to your children and your children’s children.  If you will, life will thrive; life for you, life 

for your children, and life within the world.   

Then in our Gospel passage for this morning, we heard how in about the year 30AD the 

Pharisees and the Scribes were writing their headline.  “Temple Leadership Confronts Itinerant 

Rabbi Over Traditional Washing Rituals.”  Now, of course, they weren’t headlines like we know 

them.  There wasn’t the Jerusalem Free Press or the Temple Times that were published daily and 

available at the local CVS.  Their headlines were published verbally in the public square.  Their 

headlines proclaimed their agenda and their reality within a world that they were making.   

And Jesus firmly calls them on it.  He calls them hypocrites.  He accused them of giving 

God lip-service while having hearts focused elsewhere.  He calls their worship “vain” which 

means that they worship God in-appropriately by raising human precepts above Godly intention.  

He caps it off by telling them that they have abandoned the commandment of God, so that they 

might make human tradition a sacred duty.  The headlines of their lives were not leading people 

to where God would have them go. 

  One thing that I learned on that seemingly long and, at times, uncomfortable elevator 

ride back in 1986 is that we all make headlines each and every day, and we all read the headlines 

made by others around us.  They may not be in the local newspaper or on the local news, but we 

all proclaim things in our lives to the world in which we live, and within that world those things 

that we proclaim are being received, and evaluated, by those who are around us.   
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I also know that I cannot control the headlines being made and dispersed by others.  What 

I can do, however, is live a faithful life for God that will make faith filled headlines for people to 

consider for their journey.  My responsibility to God is to know and understand, as much as it is 

possible for me to do so, what God is asking of me for the sake of his mission of love to each one 

of his children, and then to publicly live that.   

So, with this in mind, I need to ask myself each day, as I embrace that new day, what my 

headlines will be.  Will my life and my daily headlines be ones that bring division or will they be 

ones that invite all people into love centered relationship?  When my news sources proclaim and 

highlight the sad and historic symptoms of our fallenness, will I not allow my headlines to 

proclaim anything but the promise of an existence within a kingdom of embrace and a mission of 

reconciliation and healing?  When the world’s headlines spend their time and ink on tearing 

down, will my efforts be ones of lifting up?  When the headlines of the world bring fear and 

anger and hatred against groups and individuals, will my headlines and my life proclaim a better 

way, God’s way, that shows joy, peace, and love, even in the midst of a troubled world that 

seems to promise nothing but the anguish?  When people see my by-line, or yours, under a 

headline or attached to a life, what will the expect before a word is read? 

Do the peoples and nations of the world, or of our city, or in our neighborhood, hear the 

words of James that we heard this morning when they listen to the church?  Words like: 

“Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 

the Father of Lights…”   

“In fulfillment of his own purpose God gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we 

would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.”   

“…let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not 

produce God’s righteousness.  Therefore, rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 

wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save souls…” 

“If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, 

their religion is worthless.  Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:  to 

care for widows and orphans in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” 

We are told that we each have a personal, individual message to share for the world in the 

effort to obtain our 15 minutes.  In reality, there is one message worth sharing; the message of 

Christ’s love, God’s truth, and the hope of reconciliation.  We must choose whether to proclaim 

that message through our lives, or something else.  The humble headlines we should be making 

should do nothing less than to bring glory to God and, through that, healing within God’s world.  

Through that, the fame that we will find in God’s kingdom will be eternal. 

Amen 

 


