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Isaiah 40:21-31 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to live in; 

who brings princes to naught, 

and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

To whom then will you compare me, 

or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 

Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

mighty in power, 

not one is missing. 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

and speak, O Israel, 

"My way is hidden from the LORD, 

and my right is disregarded by my God"? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

and the young will fall exhausted; 



but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and 

woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if 

not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. What then is my reward? Just this: that in 

my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in 

the gospel. 

For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win 

more of them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I 

became as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those 

under the law. To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free 

from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law. To the weak 

I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might 

by all means save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings. 

 

Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Have you not been told? 

If I were to say, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.”, you would know what we call that, right?  That’s right.  The Great Commission.  It was Jesus 

telling the disciples to go out into the world and share the Gospel.  The purpose and the goal was that 

all the world, all nations, would hear the Good News about Jesus.   

It was the final commandment that Jesus gave to the eleven disciples in both the Gospels of 

Matthew and Mark.  Go into the world.  Share the Good News.  Embrace those who will accept the 

message and baptize them into the mission.  Then teach those babes in Christ to follow what Jesus 

taught and be what Jesus showed.  Three years of loving and healing and teaching, and then dying and 

rising all summarized in one directive.  Go and tell people.  Go and tell people about Jesus. 

Luke and John were similar without including the commission itself.  In Luke, Jesus was with 

two other disciples who he had joined on the road as they were heading home to Emmaus.  God 

opened their minds to the Gospel at their evening meal and they recognized it was Jesus who was with 

them, and Jesus reminded them that it had been written that the Messiah should suffer and on the third 

day rise from the dead.  He told them that they were now witnesses to that and that they were now 

charged, they were commissioned, as witnesses, to take that news to all nations. 

In John, the last thing Jesus does is he pulls Peter aside and tells him to feed lambs, and tend 

sheep, and take love into the world, all in the name of, on mission for, Jesus.   

Each of the four Gospels concludes with a commission…with words of commissioning.  Each 

of the Gospels ends with instructions to the faithful to take the Good News of salvation through Jesus 

Christ to all nations and to all people.  It was all about, it was all in order to share, the Gospel. 



And so, is it any wonder then that Paul speaks about the same thing to the young church in 

Corinth?  Close to a decade prior to the first Gospel ever being written, Paul was telling the church in 

Corinth that he had been entrusted with a commission, and also telling them that through their faith in 

Jesus, so had they.  But along with a commission, Paul talks about an obligation.   

You know, if you were to look up the word obligation, I think that you will find that it is 

described as, defined as, a moral or legal responsibility that is taken on as a response to something 

received.  It is a debt of gratitude for a service or favor received.  Through the presence and 

transforming work of Christ in Saul’s life on that road on the way to Damascus, Paul was obligated, his 

words, obligated from that point forward to share the truth about Jesus to anyone who would listen.  

And that is exactly what he did until they removed his head from his body for doing so. 

And so should we, hopefully, but not necessarily, minus the head removal part.  But the 

question that needs to arise in our hearts, the answer to which we need to understand is, “What Gospel 

are we to share.”  What Gospel did Jesus commission us to share?  What is the Gospel that Paul said 

we should tell others about?   

I think that it is very clear on both accounts.  Here is how Paul describes it from later in his 

letter to the Corinthians.  Later in his letter he was reminding them of the Gospel.  He was reminding 

them of the message that it contains.  He said, “I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the Gospel 

I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved.  For I 

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received.”  And this is the Gospel that he shared: 

“Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures.  He was buried, and he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures.”  That was it.  Simple.  Direct.  Uncluttered by 

clarifications, or limitations, or worry about repercussions.  That was what the Church in Corinth and 

all people needed to know.  Jesus said it like this, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

Son so that whoever believes in his will have eternal life.”   

Christ died for our sins.  He was buried in tomb carved out of the rock and three days later that 

tomb was empty because he had rose from the dead.  Embrace it, believe it, and find life again with 

God both now and for eternity.  There it is.  The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ for all people.  

Receive it, take it, and share it.  And Paul said woe to him, if he didn’t, or if he shared a different 

Gospel. 

So, is that our message of our Great Commission.  Is that the message of the obligation that we 

have accepted for our lives? 

You know, for as long as I can remember, I have been telling people that they need to go into 

the world and be the light and the love of Christ for anyone they meet along the way.  Jesus even tells 

us that what we do for the least of these we do for him.  Feed the poor.  Heal the sick.  House the 

homeless.  Treat our neighbors with love.  Tell truth within that same love.  Uphold life.  Show 

compassion.  Live a life reflective of our salvation. 

You know the list as well, or better, than most.   Those things, those actions, those works,  are 

the symptoms of our salvation life.  Did you hear that?  Our good works are the symptoms of our 

salvation lives.  They are how we shine God’s light and love into the world.  They remove hurt.  They 

sooth pain.  They uplift people.  But let us not be confused.  All those wonderful things that we do in 

the world, in and of themselves, are not the Gospel.  They are simply the proper, necessary, and 

expected reactions to our acceptance of Jesus Christ in our lives.  They can, and do, point towards the 



Gospel.  They can, and do, serve as an invitation into the Good News of Jesus.  They can be, and are, 

the repercussions that flow out of our transformed lives because of the Gospel.  But they, in 

themselves, are not the Gospel.  And when we think they are, we are sharing the wrong one. 

Our good works, as powerful as they are, as life uplifting as we can make them, as affirming 

and uniting as they are intended to be, never directly saved anyone.  God sent himself into this world, 

became one of us, and allowed himself to be killed in our stead.  He was buried in a tomb for three 

days and then rose from that death to show us that there was a way through back to the real life that we 

had been created for but walked away from.  It was an act of deep love by God and can be ours if we 

want it.  That is the Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  That is the Gospel, the Good News, 

that Paul says gives him no grounds for boasting.  That is the Good News about the person that Mark 

tells us that everyone is searching for.  If we make it about the works, about our works, instead of what 

is behind the works, we have failed in the commission and the obligation that has been given to us by 

Christ, himself. 

Our works are important, as we live our joyful response to the grace of God, but only as much 

as they point to Christ.  That is the Gospel.  That is our commission.  We are called to unity and 

oneness in Christ.  And then through that oneness to work together in love within the world so that all 

might hear and embrace the Gospel of Christ.   

Good works become Good News when done in the name of, and serve to point to, Jesus.   

Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Have you not told? 

Amen  

 

 


