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Luke 13:31-35 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, "Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you." He 

said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures 

today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next 

day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of 

Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent 

to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 

her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not 

see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord.'" 

 

Do you ever wonder why it is that we clergy suggest so strongly that we all have a 

regular bible reading discipline?  And I don’t mean just during Lent, as a bit of a temporary add-

on, but all the time…ongoing, faithful, regular.  The easy and true answer to why that is 

important is that it, the Bible, contains all things necessary for life.  Life…here and now and 

eternally, life in its fullness, life in-depth, life full of joy and peace.  And you may be thinking, 

well, I get a pretty good amount of Bible in church.  I even go to The Adult Forum discussion 

and talk it out a bit.  But a snippet here and there is not going to get it done.  The passages link 

together.  It is only in their totality that they give the whole story.  They are not just little truths 

that have little or no relationship to each other.   

Today’s gospel passage is a good example.  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” 

Why the lament?  Why the anguish?  Is it just because Herod is a fox with bad intentions?  

If you look at the big picture, that doesn’t seem to be it.  So, why then?  Well, the answer only 

becomes clear when you read the context found in the passages that surround the lament.   

Just prior in verses 22 through 30 Jesus tells those around him that the path to heaven and 

God is narrow.  He tells them that there will be many who will try to find another way but will 

not be able to.  But their reaction showed that they didn’t get it.  When they hear that they will be 

turned away, they respond, “Hey, we were right there with you when you were eating lunch.  

You had to have seen us.  We saw you there, right down the street a bit.  You taught in our 

streets.  We saw the flyers.  We were there, in town, the same time you were.  As a matter of 

fact, I know someone who was actually there.  He said that it was very interesting and the 
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parables you taught with really makes one think.”  And Jesus responded by telling them that they 

would not be recognized by the master at the door.   

They weren’t seeking the narrow path.  They were looking to embrace the easy way.  

Which brings us to Jesus’ lament.  Did you notice that his lament seemed to not be about them?  

“How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, but you were not willing.”  They had another plan and it was that plan was what was 

being taught to their children.  The narrow way, the true path, the way to real life was too hard 

for them and it was their children who were paying the price. 

  I was troubled this week.  Was it Tuesday that the FBI and others announced the biggest 

college admission scam in the history of our country?  People using money, and influence, and 

deceit, and fraud to get their children into elite schools like Yale, Stanford, Georgetown.  As I’m 

sure many of you did, I watched the coverage.  I wanted to see what their take was.  Through the 

magic of YouTube, I watched all the networks…ABC, NBC, CBS, morning shows and evening 

news.  I watched it on cable news, FoxNews, MSNBC, CNN.  I watched what PBS had to say.  

Truth is, I probably watched way to much.   

And besides the fact that a crime was committed, here is what they taught me.  I learned 

that the wealthy use their power and money and get advantages within their lives.  That was no 

surprise.  That has been going on forever.   

But as the story opened up further, the reporting became clear that this was about so 

much more.  It was about bribery.  It was about cheating.  It was about lying.  It was about 

hypocrisy, as at least some of the indicted parents had been very public in their condemnation of 

other public figures who they called liars and cheaters, as they, themselves, wrote their tax-

deductible checks to cheat the system.   

Coaches and the colleges were paid upwards to $25 million in payoffs.  The face of at 

least one applicant was carefully photoshopped onto the body of another athlete in a sport that 

the student didn’t even play.  From the transcript of the indictment, one father, who son was 

recruited onto the football team of an elite university, was quoted as laughing and saying, “This 

is hilarious!  My son’s high school doesn’t even have a football team.”   

Parents would get a local doctor to falsely diagnose their child as having ADD or some 

other condition so that they were given extra time to complete their testing and then paid the 

proctors to change their test answers, or for some they just sent in another person to take the test 

for their son or daughter.  Another parent was quoted in the indictment as saying that she was 

really not worried about the moral thing.  She was just worried about what would happen, if she 

got caught. 

So many of the newscasters were making this a simple story of rich and greedy people 

taking unfair advantage of others with less money.  Some reporters made it a race issue.  Still 
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others made it about the astronomical tuition that universities charged. And of course, I suppose 

that, it is probably some of all of that.  

But what kept stirring me up this week was the question of what is the church to say 

about this.  I knew that I had to get up here and I didn’t feel like God was letting me off the 

hook.  Was I going to simply jump on the bandwagon and make it about the evil rich, or how one 

race abuses another, or the greed inherent in the educational system?  Was I going to go political, 

which I always try to avoid doing, and make it about some new government program that needs 

to be enacted by man?  Was I going to pit one group against another, and if I did, where would I 

stop, because there are so many other abuses? 

But Jesus’ words kept coming back to me.  It is about the children.  Jesus turned to the 

pharisees, those of his day who abused and rigged the system, and said, “How often would I have 

gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not 

willing.”    

Jesus’ heart is still breaking in our day for the children, and the adults are still unwilling 

to show them a better way.  This scandal is about having a higher authority that frames our lives 

and a structure given by God that we refuse to sacrifice.  This is about more than just being our 

own perception of being a good parent.  This is about being Godly parents who will teach our 

children that there are things that we will not walk away from. 

One commentator asked this question, looking straight into the camera, “So, what does a 

parent say when their child is told that they put their head on the body of a water polo player so 

that they could get into Stanford?”  I would add, as I have to believe that at least some of these 

families attend church, what does a parent say when their child looks at them, as they sit in the 

pews saying Amen?   What do we say, and what is the example that we make, for those around 

us? 

Fred Rogers of Mr. Rogers fame, and a Presbyterian Minister, was pulled out of 

retirement after the 911 attacks.  He was asked to give a message on PBS.  In his message of 

hope and forgiveness to the viewers he ended by saying that we are all called to be Tikkun Olan.  

Tikkun Olam is a Hebrew saying that calls us all to be repairers of the creation.  He went on to 

say that we are to smile others into smiling.  We should talk other into talking.  We should sing 

others into singing.  We should love others into loving.  And to follow his words, we should truth 

others into truth-ing. 

That was Mr. Roger’s way of saying that we should do onto others as we would have 

them do unto us.   

God has blessed us with our children.  He has placed each child into the care of their 

parents and then asks them, us, to be their role model and hero.  The failure of that is the tragedy 

of this past week’s scandal and at the core of our ailing world.  And that is the possible failure 

that we each face every day as our children, or other people’s children, watch us in our work, and 
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play…our study, and our within family life.  Do we show them something higher?  Do we show 

them that there are standards and truths for life ordained by God that will bring us all that we 

could ever hope for?   

Anything less narrow than that, damages our children and breaks God’s heart. 

Amen. 


