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Philippians 3:4b-14 

 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth 

day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 

 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, 

I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 

may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I 

want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 

it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Aren’t humans interesting?  I know.  That sounds like some alien from another planet 

doing a fly-by, but you have to admit that human behavior is an interesting topic.  One of the top 

theories within the study of personality and behavior, at least from what I have read, is that there 

are four basic types of human personality.  It is called the DISC model of behavior.  The model 

is illustrated by a square divided into four quadrants each containing one of the letters D-I-S-C.   

The “D” stands for Dominant and Decisive.  These are people of action and they like to 

be in control.  They are always ready to chime in and take control and get things done.   

The second group, the “I”, stands for Inspiring & Influencing.  Generally, these people 

are the fun people.  They are the “people” people.  They are optimistic and bring joy to a room.  

On the back of their cars are bumper stickers that read things like “Happiness is an inside job!” 

and “Got Happiness?” 
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The members of the next group, the “S” quadrant, are known as Supportive and Steady.  

They like things to be dependable and predictable and they tend to bring that to the group.  They 

are good listeners and infuse their surrounding with stability.   

The final quadrant is “C” and it stands for Cautious and Conscientious.  They like to do 

things right.  They want to know the rules and then bring the needed structure to their 

surroundings.  Some call these people perfectionists, and some of them are.  But mainly they 

simply take pride in a job done well… and right.  

Each of these types of personalities, these types of behaviors, is important.  They are 

giftings from God and make us who we are. 

This morning in The First Letter to Philippians, we hear about Paul again.  More 

accurately, we hear about Saul from the mind and heart of Paul and then about Paul as the 

transformed Saul.  As you remember from Acts, Saul had been on the road to Damascus after 

seeing the high priest and receiving a letter from him giving him the authority to go to the 

synagogues and weed out the people of the way, those cursed followers of Jesus, and bring them, 

bound, to Jerusalem to be dealt with.  Saul is there to get the job done.  He was a “D” with a 

heaping serving of “C” added.  He was a dominant and decisive person, with a dose of 

conscientious thrown in… a man of action for his cause; confident, in control, driven.  To the 

leadership of the Temple he was a get-it-done, and get-it-done-right, kind of guy.  To the 

disciples of Christ, however, he was a feared menace, determined to destroy them and their 

young church.   

Saul was also something else.  He was a man that God wanted to reach.  And so, on that 

day, God knocked him to the ground and took away his sight.  I wonder why.  What I mean is, I 

wonder why God did it that way.  Why not just show up like he did in the upper room and show 

Saul his hands and feet?  Why not walk along with him for a while like Jesus did with the two 

who were on their way to Emmaus and then break bread with him and through that open his eyes 

to the truth?  Why the blindness?  It seems harsh.  Was it a punishment for all that Saul had done 

and was planning on do?  Was it the wrath of God and his vengeance against a disobedient non-

believer?   

I don’t think so.  As a matter of fact, I think it was a great act of love.  It was a gift from 

God.  Saul picked himself up off the ground, blind and helpless, and had to be led by the hand 

into the city.  In doing so, Saul, with God’s help and love, left something behind on that road.  

This man of action and control, this Pharisee trained under Gamaliel, this Pharisee’s 

Pharisee and Roman citizen, this man with the authority of the Chief Priest in his back pocket, 

was led like a beggar to a place in the city where for the next three days he basically starved 

himself.  Now, that may not sound like a gift, but, in reality, it was a profound act of love.  God 

loved this man so much, this man who was hell bent on destroying everything that God had 

brought to completion; God loved him so much that he intervened into his life, not to destroy it, 

but to transform it and, through that transformation, complete it.  That’s a gift! 

Does this mean that God is going to knock us all down and blind us and leave us 

starving?  No, unless that is what we, like Saul, need.  But for most of us God’s invitation comes 
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in a more subtle form, like a warning light like on the dash board of our car when something is 

not right.  They are all around.  They’re the warning lights that flash when humans put 

themselves, and their truths, and their desires, in control.   

They’re the warning lights that flash when people are killed or marginalized, young and 

old, babies and elderly, for the convenience of others, often cloaked in the shroud of human 

compassion.   

They are the warning lights that flash when society values people based on the power 

they hold, the things they have, or the outward beauty they present, instead of who they are and 

then what they do behind the scenes with their power, possessions, and physical beauty.   

It is the warning light that flashes when people separate themselves into different factions 

and agendas and identify themselves by their differences instead of uniting themselves by their 

common identity as children of God.   

But even more important than the warning lights themselves is how we react to them. It is 

like the story that Paul Harvey tells, about an announcement that came across the intercom of a 

passenger jet from the pilot that just about to leave the terminal. "Ladies and gentlemen, there's a 

warning light for the thermal expander valve on the number two engine, and I will not fly until it 

is replaced. Please return to the terminal waiting room." The passengers were off the plane only 

ten minutes when they were told that they could get back on again. As they did one passenger 

asked a flight attendant, "Did they get a new thermal expander valve already?" The attendant 

said, "Oh, no! There's not one of those things within a thousand miles. They got us a new pilot."  

Everything depends on how we react to the warning lights in our lives and all around the 

world.  We can hunker down and just try to survive the problem.  We can attack and destroy 

those perceived as causing the problem.  We can close our eyes and just hope it all goes away, or 

we can redefine things with new leaders and different teachers in order to cover things up so we 

can feel better.  We can lose ourselves in human action or entertainment in order to divert our 

minds from the lights that are flashing all around us, or we can just take a hammer to the light. 

Or we can do something else.  We can look inward.  We can receive transformation, 

placing ourselves under an authority greater than ourselves who can then help us use our gifts 

and our personalities in order to deal with the things we are being warned about.   

That is what happened to Saul, as he became Paul.  That is what took anger and 

converted it to joy.  That is what took vengeance and destruction and transformed them into 

embrace and mission.  That is what took his arrogance, left it back in the dust on that road, and 

replaced it with humility.   

When all was said and done, Paul, the strong, confident, get-er-done guy, ended up living 

his life by these words… “I can do all things…through Christ who strengthens me.”  That’s the 

mantra of a Christian control freak.  Or I can do all things through Christ who brings me joy.  

That is the mantra of a Christian people person.  Or I can do all things through Christ who 

steadies and comforts me.  Those are the words of a Christian comfort giver. Or I can do all 

things through Christ who teaches me the truth.  Those are the words of a Christian looking to 

show the way by being a life-bringing example to the world. 
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The bottom line is this…We can indeed do all things through Christ…which will enable 

us all, like it did for Paul, to leave the old behind, embrace our God given gifts, and joyfully 

press on towards the goal for the prize of God’s heavenly call.  It is a wonderful way to find and 

share authentic life. 

Amen 


